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Christian love

While celebrating love this
Valentine’s Day, remember the
Spirit’s gift of Christian love. Page 10
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Triumph at the Cross

Lenten Devotions for Repentance and Renewal

by Harold L. Senkbeil

Are you tempted to dwell on feelings of guilt during the Lenten season? Triumph at
the Cross reminds Christians, through the gospel, that Lent is actually a time of joyous
renewal. With these 47 devotions, you will walk with Christ to the cross and beyond.
Discover the gift of eternal life on this journey of cleansing and repentance.

Softcover. 171 pages. LU060713 $17.00

The Theology of the Cross
Reflections on His Cross and Ours
by Daniel M. Deutschlander

In this popular book, Professor Daniel Deutschlander demonstrates that without Jesus’
sacrifice we would be lost, But with Christ’s cross as the source of our salvation, we find
comfort and joy as we take up our own crosses daily—sometimes to the point of ridicule

and persecution—and follow him.
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Softcover, 292 pages. LU150746 $19.50

Four Portraits of the One Savior
Discovering Why the Bible Has Four Gospels

by Mark J. Lenz
Look at four different pictures of Christ’s life drawn by four

Visit www.amazon.com/kindle

of the men who knew him best. As you hear the accounts
of his humble birth, his lowly suffering and death, and his
triumphant resurrection and ascension, you may find
yourself identifying more closely with one of these men
and feel that he was writing just for you.

Softcover. 98 pages. LU150755 $13.50

To order, call 1-800-662-6022 or visit www.nph.net.

Prices are subject to change without notice. All orders are subject to shipping and handling fees and sales tax where applicable.

or www.bn.com/nook to
purchase any of these
fitles as an e-book.
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KOREAN NATIONALS

HAVE ATTENDED WELS
HIGH SCHOOLS
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Some Korean students become
teachers and pastors. Some return to
their homeland to share the gospel.

A GROWING ASIAN MINISTRY

The culture, customs, and religions are different on the other side of the world, but the gospel message
offers the same salvation for those at home and abroad. WELS World Missions is collaborating with other
areas of ministry and expanding outreach in Asia to include Korea, Vietnam, and the Philippines.

“Proclaim to those who live on the earth—to every nation, tribe, lanquage and people” (Revelation 14.6).

@ Learn more about Missions and cross-cultural ministries at wels.net/missions.
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magy /e never leave ts nor forsake ts —1 KINGS 8:57

WHAT'’S INSIDE

Even though each of us is part of a synod of almost 400,000 members, it can be easy to
forget how reassuring and encouraging it is to be part of a larger group with shared be-
liefs. Instead we may focus on what separates us rather than what unites us. In a new
four-part series based on his 2015 convention essay, Pastor James Huebner reminds us
what it means to be one in Christ—one with God, one in faith, one in purpose, and one
in service. Read his first article on p. 12.

If you do find yourself taking that fellowship for granted, remember many of our missions
and other international church bodies—groups with only a few congregations and a hand-
ful of members scattered around the country. These churches truly appreciate being part
of the Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference, an organization of 29 member
churches worldwide that provides a forum for confessional Lutherans in fellowship. Eighty
church leaders from at least ten different countries in Asia gathered in South Korea in
October to celebrate that fellowship and to learn from and encourage each other (p. 24).
Keep them in your prayers and be assured that they are praying for each other and for you
as we all continue to reach out with God’s Word around the world.

Julie Wietzke
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Defining
religicdh

Jehovah (Yahweh): The
proper name of the triune
God, sig-nifying his stead-

Read or listen online at wels.net/bible3.

_Matthew 4 11.Joel 2:18-3:21 21.Obadiah fast love (Exodus 34:5-7).
Matt. 5:1-16 12.Zephaniah 1 22 Matthew 8:1-22 This name was so sacred to
_Matt. 5:17-48 13.Zeph. 2:1-3:7 23.Matt. 8:23-9:8 the people of Israel that they
Matt. 6:1-18 14.Zeph. 3:8-20 24.Matt. 9:9-34 would not pronounce it. In-
Matt. 6:19-34 15.Nahum 1 25. Matt. 9:35-10:23 stead they substituted the
. Matt. 7:1-12 16.Nah. 2, 3 26.Matt. 10:24-42 Lorp whenever they read
. Matt. 7:13-29 17.Habakkuk 1:1-2:5 27.Matt. 11:1-19 it in the Old Testament. Qur
.Jonah 1, 2 18.Hab. 2:6-20 28.Matt. 11:20-30 Enghsh translations also usu-

10.Joel 1:1-2:17 20.Hab. 3:16-19 word as the Lorp.
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We praise our generous Savior and thank everyone who has
given a “One in Christ” offering to date, helping us toward the
goal of eliminating WELS’ $4.7 million debrt.

Meeting the goal by God’s blessing will help us move forward in
ministry to train workers and establish missions at home and abroad.

€ recently received the One in Christ letter. I will
donate, but if you would provide a donation meter,
I promise to donate more! I truly believe that
people are far more motivated to donate when
they can see the progress for the timeframe that

has been set.  WANT TO SEE THIS OFFERING MOVING FORWARD
REACH ITS GOAL! ? IN MINISTRY

—BETTY SPRINGEN Chart reflects gifts recorded as of Dec. 30, 2015,
Faith Lutheran Church, Anchorage, Alaska Total does not reflect budgeted monthly debr payments.

To learn more, give onlin re istance with a special qgift, visi DY WELS
wels.net/oneinchrist or call WELS Ministry of Christian Giving at 800-827-5482. YW v Vv! 2
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Love’s pain and promise

Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is
destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign
that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be
revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” Luke 2:34,35

Joel C. Seifert

Maybe this doesn't seem like the right
time of year to say it, but it’s a lot eas-
ier not to love. As soon as you love

someone, you have something to lose.

We like to pretend that isn't true. Pay
attention to the commercials and TV
shows this month. More often than
not, you'll see beautiful images of the
joy and bliss that we experience from
our relationships. We love love.

But love brings pain too. Consider the
picture of pure love that St. Luke sets
before our eyes: A new mother brings
her baby to the temple in order to
carry out the Lord’s will. She loves her
newborn. Prompted by God’s Spirit,
another worshiper approaches them
and says, “This child is destined to
cause the falling and rising of many
in Israel, and to be a sign that will be
spoken against, so that the thoughts
of many hearts will be revealed. And
a sword will pierce your own soul too”

LOVING GOD WILL BRING PAIN

Mary heard Simeon say that her deep
love for her son will also hurt her. She'll
learn it in practice many times after
that. She'll feel the prick of sadness as
his ministry takes him away from her.
She'll feel little daggers of pain when
she hears him mocked as a fool, when
she sees the religious leaders grow
more opposed to him, and when she
observes some of his disciples leave
him. And one day, as she stands at the
foot of his cross, a sword of pain will
pierce her heart as she watches her
boy die, unable to even hold him in her
own arms. She loves her son, her Sav-
ior, and that love will bring her pain.

Love brings us pain at times too.
When we love God, we hurt when
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others think he is unimportant. It
stings us when we hear people mock
him. It cuts us when people we love
leave him. How many painful mo-
ments do we have when we read and
watch stories of the persecution of
those who love our God and Savior.

GOD’S LOVE COMES
WITH A PROMISE

That’s why God gives us a promise.
I don't know if Simeon understood
all the details, but he was there in the
temple courts that day because God
had promised him that he would see
the Savior who would restore God’s
people. When God makes a promise,
he keeps it.

That’s what sustained Simeon in his
years of waiting. That’s what would
carry Mary through. No matter how
much hurt they faced or how much
they seemed to lose, God’s love came
with a promise. It would be worth it.
A sword might pierce Mary’s soul,

but there in her arms was the Savior
who would redeem her soul. What
could she really lose?

Many Christians set apart Feb. 2 as a
day to remember when Mary brought
Jesus to the temple courts. What a fit-
ting way to begin a month that’s so fo-
cused on love! You are a believer. Your
love for God will lead you to honor
God in your relationship with your
boyfriend or girlfriend, husband or
wife—in any and all of your earthly
relationships. Speak his words to cor-
rect each other and to point each other
back to our real hope. Sometimes that
may bring pain. That’s always a risk
when you love Jesus. But you'll never
really lose. After all, God’s given you
his promise.

Contributing editor Joel Seifert is pastor at
Shining Mountains, Bozeman, Montana.

Learn more about FIC's new contributing
editor Joel Seifert on p. 23.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK
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The fact that the
synod’s vacancy
rate now and in
the near future
does not indicate a
looming pastoral
shortage is a real

blessing from God.
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Pastoral vacancies bring
challenges and blessings

In my travels around the synod, some
of the questions I often hear are, “What
is the situation with pastoral vacancies?
Do we have more vacancies than nor-
mal? With smaller class sizes at the
seminary, will we be facing a pastoral
shortage in the near future?”

As of the last meeting of the Confer-
ence of Presidents, there were 77 va-
cancies in positions requiring pastoral
training. Since there are about 1,570
such positions, this represents a va-
cancy rate of about 5 percent. While
somewhat higher than it has been in
the last few years, the vacancy rate has
not risen dramatically. The Conference
of Presidents feels that any vacancy
rate under 8 percent is manageable.

It’s true that classes at the seminary now
and in recent years have been smaller
than in the past. While class sizes had
been averaging near 40 for some time,
some classes lately have been in the low
30s. So we can expect the vacancy rate
to increase in the short term. It should
be noted, however, that several classes
now at Martin Luther College, New
Ulm, Minn., are larger and much closer
to the previous levels.

Several years ago, there were concerns
that we would see a significant pas-
toral shortage when pastors born in
the “baby boom” era began to retire.
This shortage has not materialized
for several reasons. More pastors are
choosing to serve in a semi-retirement
capacity in small congregations that
may not need a full-time pastor. In
addition to that, we are seeing an in-
crease in the number of small con-
gregations, especially in rural areas,
joining together with a neighboring
congregation as a dual parish that
can be served by one pastor. Both of
these developments have served to
keep the vacancy rate from rising
more than it has.

In general, our current vacancy rate
is not a bad thing. Having a certain
number of vacancies results in more
pastors receiving and accepting calls,
and periodic changes in ministry are
often beneficial both for the congre-
gation and called worker. It is always
a good thing for a pastor to have the
opportunity to receive a call and prayer-
fully to consider his current ministry
and the needs of the other congrega-
tion. It’s also beneficial and healthy
for a congregation when its pastor re-
ceives a call. The members not only
have an opportunity to reevaluate the
work that the congregation is doing,
but they also have the privilege of
giving encouragement to their spiri-
tual shepherd. It’s also an opportunity
for everyone to offer prayers of thanks
for the way God has provided leader-
ship; direction; and, most important,
the regular proclamation of the gospel,
God’s power among us. And even
though a vacancy provides some sig-
nificant challenges for a congregation,
it can be a good time to reassess thor-
oughly the needs of the congregation.

The fact that the synod’s vacancy rate
now and in the near future does not
indicate a looming pastoral shortage
is a real blessing from God. But that
is not a reason for us to relax in our
efforts to encourage young men to
prepare for the pastoral ministry. The
ninth grader who is beginning his
pastoral education next fall will not
be ordained as a pastor until the year
2028. We can’'t know what the needs
of the church will be that many years
into the future. What is certain, though,
is that when we have a young man
saying, “Here am I, send me!” we
should be ready and committed to
having a place for him to serve.
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QUESTION & ANSWER

Light for our path

As a modern American | have trouble understanding how the
Old Testament animal sacrifices were pleasing to God. Because
of that, | do not understand why God would want or accept
the sacrifice of his Son. Can you explain this?

James F. Pope

I can appreciate your question because
you and I are so far removed from the
time and culture of the Old Testament
sacrificial system. If we bridge those cul-
tural gaps, we can come to appreciate the
twofold message of the animal sacrifices.

A VIVID MESSAGE OF GOD’S LAW

Euphemisms for sin abound today. People
speak of “mistakes,” “indiscretions;” “poor
choices,” and “errors in judgment” Those
alternate terms for sin are designed to
lower the guilt level in a person’s con-
science and boost self-esteem. Unfortu-
nately, those terms mask the seriousness

of sin and the need for a Savior from sin.

By contrast, the Old Testament sacrificial
system indicted people as rebels who vio-
lated God’s will by their “sins;” “transgres-
sions,” and “iniquities” The killing of an
animal broadcasted a powerful message to
the people, and the message was that sin is
serious. “The one who sins is the one who
will die” (Ezekiel 18:20). Worshipers who
witnessed the slaughter of a sacrificial ani-
mal had every reason to think, “My sins
are serious. [ rightly deserve punishment
from God. I need forgiveness for my sins.

A BEAUTIFUL PICTURE
OF GOD’S GOSPEL

And yet, in that same sacrificial system
there was good news for the worshipers.
While the sacrificing of an animal pro-
vided a graphic image of the seriousness
of sin, it also painted a beautiful picture
of the forgiving love of God. The sacrific-
ing of an animal taught the worshiper to
think, “I deserve to die and be punished
for my sins, but God accepts a substitute
and spares me”” Those animal substitutes
pointed ahead to the promised Messiah,
Jesus Christ. The animals were to be per-
fect and without spot. The Messiah was

like them; he was without sin—a substi-
tute for the sinners for whom he died.

Against the backdrop of countless ani-
mal sacrifices pointing to a hill outside
Jerusalem, “God made him who had no
sin to be sin for us, so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God”
(2 Corinthians 5:21). “God presented
Christ as a sacrifice of atonement” (Ro-
mans 3:25). The sacrifice of the Son of
God did what the animal sacrifices could
only portray: It removed sin and guilt
(Hebrews 10:1-18). And consider now
what that sacrifice says about God.

A WINDOW INTO GOD’S HEART

“Why would God want or accept the
sacrifice of his Son?” you wonder. Be-
cause he desires the salvation of all
people. God does not want “anyone
to perish, but everyone to come to re-
pentance” (2 Peter 3:9). God “wants all
people to be saved and to come to a
knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4).
The plan of salvation that God set up
and implemented involved the sacrifice
of his own Son.

That Son once said, “Greater love has no
one than this: to lay down one’s life for
one’s friends” (John 15:13). Imagine the
love of someone who lays down his life,
not for friends, but for sinners, a world
of sinners (Romans 5:8)! God’s love for
sinners moved him to institute the sac-
rificial system and then sacrifice his
own Son.

Contributing editor James Pope, professor at
Martin Luther College, New Ulm, Minnesota,
is a member at St. John, New Ulm.

James Pope also answers questions online at

wels.net/questions. Submit your questions
there or to fic@wels.net.
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God blesses our rela-
tionships with human
affection and love, but
he has a greater love
to give to his people.
Rolfe F. Westendorf

“I hold it true, whate’er befall; I feel
it when I sorrow most. ‘Tis better
to have loved and lost than never

to have loved at all” (from “In Memo-
riam A.H.H?).

Alfred Lord Tennyson penned these
words while grieving over the loss
of a dear friend. He’s right, of course.
As we suffer the pain of our loss, it is
logical that we wouldn't feel the pain
if the deceased had been a stranger.
We might pity the one who died. We
may sympathize with others who are
grieving the loss of a loved one. But
we would escape the pain if we hadn’t
come to love the deceased person in
the first place.

NATURAL LOVE

But Tennyson realized that escaping
the pain was too high a price to pay

for the loss of the joy that comes from
loving a person.

This joy is most clearly seen in the
love that parents have for their new-
born child. The tiny stranger doesn’t
love them. He makes huge demands
and gives nothing in return. Yet the
parents love their baby with all their
hearts and faithfully provide for the
child to the best of their ability. And
they enjoy doing it, at least most of
the time.

Love provides similar benefits wher-
ever it occurs between husband and
wife, friends and companions. Love
rewards us with benefits from having
another person who means a lot to
us. We discover value in ourselves
that comes from our desire to benefit
the one we love.

Of course, the loss of this benefit
causes pain. We can no longer help a
person after death. Careless spouses



can neglect and destroy the love that
brought them together. Friends can
betray each other and lose the love
that made their friendship a joy.
Death, neglect, and betrayal are all
the results of the sinful nature that
infects us all.

Yes, the loss of love causes pain. But
as long as love lasts, it is a blessing in
our lives. And the greater the bless-
ing, the greater the pain of losing it.
Yet, in spite of the pain, Tennyson
was right: “ “Tis better to have loved
and lost than never to have loved
atall”

ANOTHER KIND OF LOVE

Of course, Tennyson was talking
about the kind of love almost all
people understand. It is one of the
joys God has given us in our human
journeys, and he provides it for be-
lievers and unbelievers alike, almost
like allowing the rain to fall on the
just and the unjust.

The Bible talks about this kind of
natural love. It also talks about an-
other kind of love that is similar yet
significantly different. Tennyson’s
love is based on relationships and
doesn't have to recognize God or his
love. But the second kind of love has
deep roots in the richness of God’s
love for us. It is a love that is the re-
sult of the Spirit working through
God’s Word (Galatians 5:22).

It is not natural for us to love God,
and God clearly has no reason to love

us. By nature he is holy and hates sin.

By nature we are sinners and helpless
to change that condition. But God
chose to love us in spite of our nature
and loved us so much that he sacri-
ficed his Son for our salvation. As a
result of this love of God, we were
cleansed from our guilt and declared
holy for heaven.

Many are unaware of God’s love.
Some plainly reject it. But when God’s
love is received through faith, it pro-
duces an unnatural effect upon the
sinner’s heart. Paul simply says: “For

PHOTO: SHUTTERSTOCK

Christ’s love compels us” (2 Corinthi-
ans 5:14). Because of Christ’s love, we
behave in a way that is unnatural for
sinners. We love each other—even
when the others do not deserve our
love—because Jesus loved us. We
pattern our love on his love. The
Holy Spirit gives us such love; it is

a spiritual gift from God.

This spiritual love produces unex-
pected results. When normal human
love is abused, it fades away. People
who once loved each other drift apart,
so that they no longer love each other.
But spiritual love remains. Jesus has
not stopped loving us, so we continue
to love each other.

Love based only on
human standards can
be destroyed, but
spiritual love remains.

The benefit of this spiritual love is
demonstrated in a marriage that sur-
vives in spite of neglect and abuse.
Love based only on human standards
can be destroyed, but spiritual love
remains. It may be abused, but it keeps
loving, searching for a way to mend
and help. Sometimes it is able to en-
dure long enough so that people who
have drifted apart begin to love each
other naturally again.

OUR LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER

Spiritual love is not based on being
loved in return. Even when there is
no human reason for mutual attrac-
tion, the Spirit creates affection, even
for people who happen to be strangers.
Visitors to a Christian congregation
are often impressed with the genuine
friendliness they find there. And why
not? When the Spirit plants spiritual
love into the heart of a Christian, his
or her welcome is not artificial. It is

the genuine love that the visitor ap-
preciates and desires. Visitors who
experience this Christian love will
be interested in returning for more of
the same. Spiritual love will not make
Christians of them. Only Word and
sacrament can do that. But if a Chris-
tian’s love has made them feel welcome,
they are more likely to return. Then
they can receive the means of grace,
which can eventually create Christian
faith and spiritual love in their hearts.

Natural human love cannot accom-
plish this. Natural love is based on
mutual relationships, and there is no
relationship with a stranger. Instead
there is only the artificial friendliness
of the salesman, which lasts as long as
there is the prospect of a sale. Visitors
may be impressed by artificial friend-
liness, but such friendliness does not
produce lasting relationships.

I once thought I had a friend in the
person who sold me my car. But once
the sale was complete, I was no longer
his friend. He moved his friendliness
to the next customer. A good lesson,

I think. Artificial friendliness may
persuade a visitor to return. But if the
friendliness is artificial, he will not re-
turn often. Christian love means that
the visitor is welcomed as a friend as
often as he returns, without the bene-
fit of other positive experiences. And
that is the love that our God desires.

His law says, “Love your neighbor as
yourself even if that neighbor is your
enemy. Natural human love cannot
accomplish this. But the unnatural
love created by the Spirit feels affec-
tion for those who would otherwise
not be our friends.

Yes, natural love is good, but we are
not satisfied with that. We also desire
the gift of the Spirit—Christian love.
It’s the greatest gift (1 Corinthians 13).

Rolfe Westendorf, a retired pastor, is a
member at Grace, Dalton, Wisconsin.
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In Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, he
encourages them to treasure their unity
in Christ. First, he reminds them how
they became one with God.

James R. Huebner

The apostle Paul was in Rome under house arrest, “a
prisoner for the Lord” While there, word came to him
that the members of the church in Ephesus, a congre-
gation he had founded and spent three years building,
were at each other’s throats. So he wrote a letter urging
oneness and unity.

How could oneness ever happen in Ephesus? The con-
gregation was made up primarily of two culture groups.
Some Christians in that congregation had come from an
Israelite background. Others had come from a Greek or
non-Israelite background. And they didn't get along. The
Greek Christians brought ham and bacon to the Easter

February 2016

brunch, and the Jewish Christians became nauseous. The
Jewish Christians were asking, “How can Greeks be in
God’s family? They aren’t descendants of Abraham” The
Greek Christians were wondering, “Are we good enough
to be members of God’s family?”

The same tensions exist among us. We come from differ-
ent homes, different congregations, and different districts.
We have different views on what areas of ministry should
get priority, different opinions about which translation of
the Bible to use, and different thoughts on how to carry
out our worship. In light of those differences, some might
think “one in Christ” is wishful thinking at best or a white-
washing of reality at worst. Based on what Paul wrote to
the Ephesians and us, I believe it is a statement of fact.

One in Christ means first that we are one with God.

NATURALLY WE ARE NOT ONE WITH GOD

What most people in our world don’t know—but need to
know—is that we were born with a death notice hanging
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over us. Spiritually, we were stillborn. That’s the shocker
the apostle dropped on the Ephesians: “We were dead in
transgressions” (2:5).

It is normal and natural for people to believe that every
newborn is innocent, that if your heart and lungs are func-
tioning, you have a spark of good in you. But if you want

to know the truth about what it takes to be one with God,
then you have to come to grips with the fact that there

is no such thing as an innocent baby. No human has poten-
tial to be as good as God demands. “All have turned away,
all have become corrupt; there is no one who does good,
not even one” (Psalm 14:3). The sinful nature we have
from birth is rightly classified

And then what? We complain. Has complaining become
a national pastime? We complain about the weather. It’s
either too hot or too cold, too humid or too dry. If not
the weather, then it’s our health: the allergies, the arthri-
tis, the feet, the back. If not health, then it’s the govern-
ment. If not the government, then it’s the sermon, the
ushers, the organist, or the noisy kids. We always seem
to find some reason to complain.

How can we break the pattern of grumbling and com-
plaining? That happens when we are absolutely clear on
how we became one with God. Paul points to the reason
in his opening hymn of praise. We are God’s children
because of his glorious grace

as our biggest fault and
the root of all our faults.

What we desperately need in
order to be one with God is

a miracle of forgiveness from
God. Jesus made that happen!

No matter how different we
all are, we are one with God
because of what Jesus did.

(1:6). Even before God set the
moon and stars and planets in
their places, God looked down
through the corridors of time
and singled us out to be his
own. “He chose us in him be-
fore the creation of the world

This is the best news anyone
could ever hear. God works in
ways unexpected and undeserved primarily in raising
people from spiritual death to spiritual life. Think about
how God teaches us about grace. Israelites, what did
you do to be cured and healed of venomous snake bites?
“Nothing! God did it with his promise of healing.” Nicode-
mus, what did you do to be born? “Nothing!” My friends,
what did you or I do to be one with God? Nothing! The
phrases are piled up, excluding all human activity. “It is
by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works”
(Ephesians 2:8,9).

WE BECOME ONE WITH GOD THROUGH HIS GRACE

If you wanted to write a letter encouraging people toward
unity, how would you start? Pointing out their errors and
weaknesses? Offering a step-by-step “how to”? Cajoling
them? The apostle begins in a most unexpected way, with
a hymn of praise! He starts, “Praise be to the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the
heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ”
(Ephesians 1:3). But he doesn'’t stop there. In fact, he bub-
bles over with so much excitement that verses three to ten
of chapter one are one, long, run-on sentence. In Christ,
everything we could ever hope for or imagine when it
comes to our relationship with God is already ours.

That news fills our hearts with so much joy that we spring
out of bed each day with a smile on our face, lift our eyes
heavenward, and call out, “Thank you, Lord, for this won-
derful day!” Right? Or would it be more accurate to say
that more often than not, instead of having eyes lifted
heavenward, our noses are earth-bound, buried in the
drudgery and doldrums of dredging for daily bread?

to be holy and blameless in
his sight. In love he predestined us for adoption to son-
ship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure
and will” (Ephesians 1:4,5).

What prompted God to single us out to be his children?
It is his love “in Christ” That phrase “in Christ” (or “in
him” or “through Jesus Christ”) occurs 150 times in Eph-
esians and 10 times in the opening 14 verses. God did not
choose us in the way that children choose players when
they pick sides for a ball game. The captains try to pick
the best players first. But when God chose us, it was not
because of some potential in us but only because of Jesus.

Do you want joy and hope in a world that can drag you
down? Then lift your eyes to the cross of Jesus and see
the price paid for your oneness with God. In a world of
confusion where things do not always add up, Christ Jesus
makes sense of it all. Life is no mystery when God has
revealed to us the mystery of his mercy. “(God] made
known to us the mystery of his will according to his
good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ. . . to bring
unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ”

(Ephesians 1:9,10).

No matter how different we all are, we are one with God
because of what Jesus did. No disagreements or dividers
here. That’s what it means to be one in Christ.

James Huebner, pastor at Grace, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, is the
first vice president of WELS.

This is the first article in a four-part series based on the 2015
synod convention essay entitled “One in Christ.”
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A passage from God’s
Word brought some
sobering thoughts and
started a dramatic
change.

Alicia A. Neumann

Charles and Jamie Thibodeaux,
members at St. Paul’s, Menomonie,
Wis., regularly attend church. They
have family devotions. Their son at-
tends Lutheran elementary school.

But it wasn't always this way; in fact,
Charles says, “If you would have said
to me five years ago that I'd eventually
become a member of a church, espe-
cially a Lutheran church, I would've
said no way.” At that time, he and Jamie
weren't attending church at all—and,
as a result, they say their marriage
started to suffer.

Then God’s Word entered their lives,
and everything changed.

MEETING EACH OTHER

Charles and Jamie started dating while
they were attending college in Kansas.
They were both far from home on
sports scholarships: Charles, originally
from Alabama, was there to play foot-
ball. Jamie, originally from Wisconsin,
was playing softball.

After college they moved in together,
then they got engaged. Looking back,

Jamie said she never felt good about
their living situation. “I lied to my par-
ents about moving in with Charles; I
just never felt right about it,” says Jamie,
who was raised WELS. Charles, on the
other hand, says at that time he didn't
think it was a big deal to live together.
“I was baptized Catholic and had some
exposure to church—mostly Pentecostal
churches—but I wasn'’t active at all,
he says. “I didn’t have any background
or biblical teaching in my family to tell
me that living together is not right and
that’s not how a man should act. But we
weren't living right, and things weren’t
working out”

CHALLENGES IN THEIR
RELATIONSHIP

They started having fights, so Jamie
moved back to Wisconsin for a while.
Charles moved to Wisconsin too, and
they decided to get married. Although
Charles was opposed to organized reli-
gion, he consented to having the wed-
ding at the WELS church Jamie grew
up in. He even went through pre-
marital counseling—but after they
were married, Jamie says he rarely at-
tended church. “Charles really was just
not into the organized religion thing,’
she says. “He didn't like it. He would
go to appease me, but we weren't pray-
ing together or doing devotions to-
gether in our marriage” They had two
children, Jaylyn and Layla, and both
were baptized—but Charles said at

that point he still was just going
through the motions. “I believed in
God, but I had no idea what baptism
or any of that stuff meant,” he says.

Soon they were having marital issues.
“We were starting to talk about di-
vorce,” says Charles. “I wanted to go
back to Alabama. I just didn't want to
be here anymore” Jamie and Charles
went to talk to the pastor who mar-
ried them, and he recommended they
do a special five-week class with an-
other pastor in their area. “He said I
at least need to know where Jamie is
coming from with her faith and what
she believes,” says Charles. “So I agreed
to that, reluctantly”

FINDING DIRECTION
FROM GOD'’S WORD

“All the pastor did is started preaching
the Word of God to us,” says Charles.
“He told us what a marriage looks like
and what men and women are sup-
posed to be doing. There were even
some things Jamie didn’t know or
realize, even though she went to a
Lutheran school when she was little”

During that Bible lesson, Charles says
something clicked for him. “I remem-
ber the exact moment: Pastor was talk-
ing about the Bible passage where
husbands should instruct their chil-
dren in the way of the Lord. At that
moment, I realized that I had not been
doing my job as a father and a husband”
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He says it became clear that what he
said and did—especially his decisions
about attending church or studying
God’s Word—directly impacted his
kids and their spiritual well-being.
“It was such a scary and humbling
situation; it changed my life,” says
Charles. “T knew it was God talking
through the pastor, saying, “You need
to get yourself together. Your children
are going to grow up and they won't
go to church and won't be Christians
because you're not doing your job.
And your wife is suffering because
you're not doing the job I gave you!
Literally, that one passage changed
my outlook”

Soon the Thibodeauxes were going to
church at St. Paul’s every Sunday, and
Charles took confirmation classes.
“Tamie went to the classes with me,
and there were a lot of things she had
forgotten!” says Charles. “We learned
so much. We became members of St.
Paul’s and haven’t looked back since”

SEEING THE IMPACT
OF GOD’S WORD

Charles says he’s still amazed by
the huge switch in their lives. “God’s
Word is just so powerful,” he says.
“He tells you what you need to be
doing and to get your head on straight.
I was never planning on going to
Bible classes or being a member.
But after that day, it was completely

clear to me. The direction of our
marriage started going better. 'm not
going to say our marriage is perfect;
there are always struggles. But we
keep going back to the question: ‘Is
this Christ-pleasing?” That’s the blue-
print we follow”

Studying God’s Word is also helping
them as a family. Jamie says they work
hard to do devotions every day. “You
have to continually go back to the Word,”
she says. “When we do devotions to-
gether, we're a better, stronger family”
Charles agrees: “We're a young family
with young kids, and we're trying to
listen to what God wants us to do. I
know we fail, but thankfully we have
got God’s grace and forgiveness along
the way”

When their son was old enough to
start school, Charles and Jamie were
originally considering sending him to
public school—but then their pastor
started talking to them about St. Paul’s
School. Charles says, “I think that was
God’s way of saying, ‘Hey, you should
put him in that school. I'll make sure
you find a way to pay for it. Put him
in that school and let him learn about
the Word of God'”

The Thibodeauxes say these changes
in their lives wouldn’t have been pos-
sible without God’s intervention. “It
had nothing to do with us;” says Charles.
“God moved us. He opened up his
arms and said, ‘Yes, [ still want you!”
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children Jaylyn and Layla

Looking back, Jamie says it’s easy to
see God working in their lives, as they
went from not attending church at all
to actively studying the Word together.
“Before, I would catch Charles play-
ing video games and now I catch him
reading the Bible,” she says. “Where
we are now as a family—it’s only be-
cause of Christ”

Alicia Neumann is a member at Resur-
rection, Rochester, Minnesota.
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parent conversations

| often feel like | spend most of
my days trying to instill respect-
fulness in my kids. In a society
that increasingly seems to mock
respect, it can seem to be an
uphill battle. Let's go back to
basics. What does God's Word
say about respect? How can we
model that for our kids? Read
these articles and be reminded
that respect hasn't gone out of
style for God and his people.

Do you have something to say?
There's a reason we called this
column Heart to heart: Parent
conversations. We want to hear
from youl! Tell us about your par-
enting struggles and successes.

Ye

Join the

conversation!

Visit wels.net/

forwardinchrist and
look for the Heart to
heart link. Read uncut
versions of the articles,
learn more about the
authors, and give us your
thoughts and reactions.
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Sometimes | feel like that old comedian who
after every joke tugged at his collar and whined, “I tell
ya, I get no respect.

My boys don't always show respect. And that’s a prob-
lem—not just with me, but with God who commands,
“Honor your father and your mother . ..” (Exodus 20:12)
and “Each of you must respect your mother and father”
(Leviticus 19:3).

So if I'm going to be a faithful and loving parent, I'm going
to have to teach my kids to show me respect. But that’s
hard, because my sinful anger gets in the way whenever I
feel disrespected. So before I consider my relationship with
my kids, I need to consider my relationship to God. How
well do I respect him?

If 'm honest, I have to admit that I disrespect God every
time I sin—even when that sin is prompted by my boys’

People want respect, and yet it looks differ-
ent for different people. We think we deserve respect,
and yet Jesus, who truly deserves our respect, never
demanded respect from anyone. [ am realizing that I
use the word respect often without much thought to
what it really means.

Some very wise women in my circle of friends describe
respect this way:

“I believe that respect is attached to value. If you can
understand that someone is valuable, whether you agree
with them or not, you hold them in high enough regard
to allow them to be who they are”

“Fearless submission. Honoring others above one’s self.
Knowing you do not have to protect and defend your
‘self” but rather live outrageously free in your relationship

“Each of Y OU must respect your mother and fa-
ther” (Leviticus 19:3). This is a direct command from
God. The explanation to the Fourth Commandment
says, “We should fear and love God that we do not dis-
honor or anger our parents and others in authority but
honor, serve, and obey them and give them love and
respect” Unfortunately, we are born into the world with
a sinful nature, and showing respect does not come natu-
rally. As parents, this means that we have to learn respect
and then teach our children how to show respect.

We don't have to look far to find examples of disrespect.
How often are grade school gyms filled with parents and
coaches who show disrespect for authority by disagreeing
with every call made by the official? And what about po-
litical campaigns? Respect is replaced with mudslinging,
lies, and rudeness.

How easy it is to think that we have the right to talk
poorly about coworkers, second-guess our bosses, lash



disrespect. In essence I say to God what my boys say to me,
“What I want is more important than what you want. I
choose to make myself the authority instead of you”

How does God handle it? He doesn't allow me to talk back
to him without consequences. He teaches me in love that it’s
not okay to do things my way instead of his way. “The Lord
disciplines the one he loves, and he chastens everyone he
accepts as his son” (Hebrews 12:6).

So too I won't allow my boys to talk back to me without con-
sequences. I will discipline them (with a struggle for great pa-
tience and careful instruction) when they are disrespectful.

But that’s not all God does. He doesn't just discipline me with
his law. He also earns my respect and—even more—my love
by his gospel. He sent his own Son to face the disrespect and
torture of sinful men, to be crucified on a cross for me. And
now I am completely forgiven for my disrespectful attitude

with others because God is on his throne. Respect is not try-
ing to control the outcome but rather letting it unfold.”

“Respect is love in plain clothes”

“Recognizing the value God placed on another person because
of his Son’s life and sacrifice (Jesus died for that person) and
deferring to them because of their value to God”

“I think respect grows from the seed of humility that you
plant in his light and care for lovingly”

Pretty profound if you ask me.

So how do we teach these concepts to our children? Follow
Jesus” example. Model giving respect to others. Jesus showed
respect to those he encountered—from the woman at the
well to doubting Thomas.

Paul tells us, “Submit to one another out of reverence for

out at a nearby driver, be short-tempered with the waitress
who isn’t meeting our expectations, put devices before a child
or spouse, or speak rudely to that person who just can't see
things from our perspective. Unfortunately, these examples
all came to mind because at one time or another, I was guilty
of them myself.

The reality is that our children are watching. I was stopped
dead in my tracks one night at our family campfire. While
making s'mores, the inevitable happened. My five-year-old
son dropped his marshmallow into the fire. With great disgust
he shouted, “C’'mon! You've got to be kidding me!” My wife’s
jaw dropped. Sadly, this didn't sound odd to me. I had shouted
the exact same words with the exact same emotion at the
TV while watching a college game about an hour earlier.

More important than pointing out examples of disrespectful
behavior, we can joyfully model for our children how to re-

spect others. A great way to begin teaching the lifelong habit
of respect is to teach proper manners. We can also teach our

and for every sin that has resulted from it. This moves me to
love and respect God and to want to live for him.

So too [ will try to earn my boys’ respect—and their love—by
showing my love for them. I will try to motivate my boys to
show respect by showing them how much God loves them in
Christ. And with his help, using his law and his gospel, I will
better learn to respect God, and my boys will better learn to
respect me—all out of love for God.

To read an expanded version of this article, visit forwardinchrist.net/
get-no-respect.

Rob Guenther and his wife, Becky, have
four sons ages 11 and under.

Christ” (Ephesians 5:21). What does submitting have to do
with respect? Reread the answers my lovely friends shared
about what respect means. It is submitting. It is putting
others ahead of ourselves. It is not demanding. It is loving.

Show your children what respect is by respecting them, by
respecting your spouse, by respecting your leaders, by re-
specting the referees at your children’s games. Showing your
children how to respect others melds into showing them how
to love—even the unlovable, even our enemies, even if we
think it’s not deserved, even people with whom we disagree,
and even those who disagree with us. Respect can and does
go a long way.

Jenni Schubring and her husband, Tad,

have three sons and a daughter.

children how to respect our country and those who make it
great. We should also expect our children to respect their
pastors and teachers. We can help foster this by praying for
them, speaking well of them, never questioning them in front
of our children, and expecting that our children listen to them
the first time.

Learning respect will not happen without a few bumps in the
road. When a child shows disrespect, it is our opportunity to
show love to them by holding them accountable.

Be sure to spend time with your children in God’s Word.
Remind them of his love for all people. One of our family’s
favorite songs states, “Red and yellow, black and white, they
are precious in his sight, Jesus loves the little children of the
world!” When we show respect to all of God’s
creation, we show honor to him.

Aaron Bauer and his wife, Sarah,
have three sons and a daughter.
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TEEN MINISTRY

From falling to soarin

Getting closer to her heavenly Father helps a teen through hard times.

Elisabeth Hahm

Is your life messed up? Mine is. I don't
have a real reason to be stressed. My
Christian parents are married and
plan to be forever. Although we aren’t
rich, we are comfortable. I'm not bul-
lied at school, and I am active in my
church. I even read my Bible every
night before bed. I don’t have any
reason to be unhappy, do I?

[ am, though. I can be so unhappy
and depressed. Sometimes I am just
a weepy mess. I curl up in a ball and
sob. I feel like I'm falling into a dark
hole. I feel alone, angry, worried, em-
barrassed by the past, and scared of
the future. Sometimes I don’t even
know what I feel.

One day a friend showed me

a nightly devotion she did. She
would read a chapter of the Bible, then
pick a favorite verse from the chapter.
I thought it was neat, but I was already
doing my own Bible readings and did
not feel like I needed it. Then later, when
[ was going through a particularly stress-
ful time, I decided to give it a try.

I started reading 1 Samuel. At first I
just read the chapter, picked a favorite
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verse, and wrote it down in a journal.
It wasn't difficult. I found some good
verses, such as 1 Samuel 2:2: “There is
no one holy like the LORD; there is no
one besides you; there is no Rock like
our God”

But then it got harder. How was I
supposed to pick a verse from chap-
ter 4, which tells of the ark of the
Lord’s covenant being captured by
the Philistines, or chapter 8, which
tells how the Israelites wanted a king?
I had to pick unusual verses.

These verses sounded even more
unusual written in my journal out of
context. To clear things up, I wrote
a few sentences about why I chose
the verse. Before long, these expla-
nations had turned into page-and-a-
half Bible studies.

I always wrote as if I was explaining
the passage to someone else, even
though I was the only one who ever
touched my journal. But I began to
see the explanations were really help-
ing me. Explaining the verses forced
me to dig into the Bible. Sometimes,
after I was done with my devotion, I
realized that I had just resolved the

very issue that was making me upset
that day. The message I got out of the
verse hit home and was exactly what I
needed.

I have kept up with these nightly
Bible studies. It can be tempting to
just go to bed after a tiring day, but I
know how calming and comforting
reading the Bible can be. Even on the
good days, I still feel much better after
my devotion than I did before it.

I only recently found my way. It was
getting closer to God, studying his
Word, and learning that he really is
my friend and my heavenly Father
who loves me. I encourage you to
do the same. Get close to God.

Your life won't be perfect. Mine cer-
tainly isn’t. Just remember: “Those
who hope in the LORD will renew their
strength. They will soar on wings like
eagles; they will run and not grow
weary, they will walk and not be faint”
(Isaiah 40:31).

Betsy Hahm, a senior homeschooled in
Hilton, New York, is a member at Prince
of Peace, Fairport, New York.
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CHANGES IN MINISTRY

Pastors

Eisenbeis, Christian H., to First Trinity
(ELS), Marinette, Wis.

Feldhus, Patrick G., to Our Redeemer,
Ladysmith/St. John, Cornell, Wis.

Hundley, Kevin D., to Christian giving
counselor, WELS Ministry of Christian
Giving, Waukesha, Wis.

Johnston, Andrew M., to 1LA in Mexico

Kronebusch, Kerry E., to Hope, Manhattan,
Kan.

Otto, Timothy M., to Mt. Olive, Las Vegas,
Nev.

Parsons, David L., to Holy Cross, Tucson,
Ariz.

Phetsanghane, Souksamay K., to Luther
Preparatory School, Watertown, Wis.

Ruege, John A, to retirement

Schewe, Mark H., to St. Peter, Clovis, Calif.

Schneider, Thomas C., to Christ, Grand
Island, Neb.

Sievert, Dustin D., to St. Croix Lutheran
High School, West Saint Paul, Minn.

Sims, Daniel R., to Immanuel, Manitowoc,
Wis.

Walta, Chad G., to Christ, Milwaukee, Wis.

Wilkens, Steven E., to Our Shepherd,
Cornville, Ariz.

Teachers

Borck, Sara N., to St. John, Montello, Wis.

Chandonnet, Emily K., to Christ the King,
Palm Coast, Fla.

Grayckowski, Hannah M., to St. John,
Libertyville, IIL

Hahnke, Seth M., to Fox Valley Lutheran
High School, Appleton, Wis.

Jannusch-Holmes, Amber J., to Loving
Arms Child Care Center, Wichita, Kan.

Kressin, Heather M., to Martin Luther
College Early Childhood Learning Center,
New Ulm, Minn.

Livingston, James C., to Kettle Moraine
Lutheran High School, Jackson, Wis.

Maciejczak, Kurt E., to Salem, Milwaukee,
Wis.

Radtke, Miranda, to Fox Valley Lutheran
High School, Appleton, Wis.

Shrum, Stacy L., to Salem, Milwaukee, Wis.

Strassburg, Jeremiah S., to Shoreland
Lutheran High School, Somers, Wis.

Treder, Amanda C., to St. John, Wauwatosa,
Wis.

Wilson, David G., to Immanuel, Mani-
towoc, Wis.

Wisniewski, Michael C., to Trinity,
Marshfield, Wis.

Yotter, Michelle M., to St. Peter, Saint
Peter, Minn.

Staff ministers

Hansen, Joel D., to Bloomington, Bloom-
ington, Minn.

Worden, Gerald W., to Northland
Lutheran High School, Mosinee, Wis.

ANNIVERSARIES

Little Chute, Wis.—St. Luke (50). Apr. 17.
Worship, 9 A.M.; Wisconsin Lutheran
Seminary concert, 2 PM. Website,
www.stlukeslittlechute.com.

COMING EVENTS

Marriage enrichment weekend retreat—
Feb. 12—14. Crowne Plaza Lansing West,
Lansing, Mich. Theme: “Distracted Mar-
riage” Website, wels.net/events.

“Men of His Word” conference—Feb. 20.
Best Western, Oshkosh, Wis. Theme: “Stand
Firm”” Website, www.menofhisword.org.

Marriage enrichment weekend retreat—
Feb. 26-28. Dimond Center Hotel, An-
chorage, Alaska. Theme: “Distracted
Marriage” Website, wels.net/events.

Pathways to Christ retreat—Mar. 11-13.
Oshkosh, Wis. 920-233-1069. Website,
www.pathwaystochrist.org

Christian Woman Today retreat—Mar.
11-13. Sheraton, Brookfield, Wis. Theme:
“Christ lives in me (Galatians 2:20b)”
Maureen, 262-784-0412. Website,
www.christianwomantoday.org.

Martin Luther College choir tour—
Martin Luther College, New Ulm, Minn.
Website, www.mlc-wels.edu.

« Mar. 11, 7 pM., Pilgrim, Mesa, Ariz.

« Mar. 12, 6:30 pMm. East Fork Lutheran

Elementary School, Whiteriver, Ariz.

+ Mar. 13, 10 A.M. Grace, San Carlos, Ariz.;
7 pM. Shepherd of the Hills, Tucson, Ariz.

« Mar. 14, 7 pM,, Cross of Glory, Peoria,
Ariz.

« Mar. 15, 9:15 A.M., Arizona Lutheran
Academy, Phoenix, Ariz.; 7 pM., Water
of Life, Las Vegas, Nev.

« Mar. 16, 7 pM., Shepherd of the Hills,
La Mesa, Calif.

« Mar. 17, 7 pM,, Christ the Vine, Temec-
ula, Calif.

+ Mar. 18, 10:15 A.M., California Lutheran
High School, Wildomar, Calif,; 7 pM.,
St. Paul First, North Hollywood, Calif.

« Mar. 19, 6:30 pM., St. Mark, Citrus
Heights, Calif.

+ Mar. 20, 10:30 A.M., Hope, Penryn, Calif;;
7 PM., Mt. Calvary, Redding, Calif.

Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary Chorus
Spring tour—Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary,
Mequon, Wis. Website, www.wls.wels.net.

+ Mar. 16, 7 pM., Grace, Milwaukee, Wis.

+ Mar. 23, 7:30 pM., Trinity, Crete, IIL.

BULLETIN BOARD

+ Mar. 24, 7 pM., Christ Our Savior,
Columbia, Tenn.

+ Mar. 25, 7:30 pM., Risen Savior, Pooler, Ga.

+ Mar. 26, 6:30 pM., St. Paul, Beverly
Hills, Fla.

» Mar. 27, 10:30 A.M., Ascension, Sarasota,
Fla.; 7 pM., Crown of Glory, Orlando, Fla.

« Mar. 28,7 pM., Hope, West Palm Beach, Fla.

+ Mar. 29, 7 pM., Our Savior, Port Orange, Fla.

+ Mar. 30, 7 pM., Christ the King, Palm

Coast, Fla.
+ Mar. 31, 1 pM., Open Bible, Oxford,
Fla.; 7 pM,, Victory, Jacksonville, Fla.

« Apr. 1,7 pM,, Living Savior, Asheville, N.C.

+ Apr. 2,7 pM,, Bethlehem, Carmel, Ind.

+ Apr. 3,10:30 A.M., Lamb of God, Lafayette,

Ind.; 6:30 pM., Friedens, Kenosha, Wis.

Ironmen of God men’s conference—Mar.
19; 9 A.M.-2 M. St. Paul's Lutheran School,
Ixonia, Wis. Website, www.ironmenof
godwi.org.

53rd annual Lutheran Women’s Mis-
sionary Society convention—June 23—
26. Pheasant Run Resort, St. Charles, IlL.
Theme: “Christ Alone, Our Cornerstone”
Website, www.Ilwms.org.

WELS International Youth Rally—]June
28-July 1. Colorado State University, Fort
Collins, Colo. Theme: “Our God Reigns’
Registration opens in March. youthrally
2016@wels.net. Website, wels.net/events.

Women’s Ministry Conference—July 21—
23. Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, Mequon,
Wis. Theme: “Mentors. Registration is
open. Website, wels.net/wmconference.

Tour to Colorado—July 22—-Aug. 3. Join the
Martin Luther College Alumni Association’s
2016 tour to Colorado. Steve Balza, 507-217-
1731. Website, http://mlcalumni.wix.com/
tours.

NAMES WANTED

College students—Register college students
with WELS Campus Ministry so they re-
ceive helpful college materials, including
Forward in Christ magazine and Medita-
tions. Website, wels.net/campus-ministry.

Northwest Arkansas—people visiting or
moving to the area. Neil Hansen, Beau-
tiful Savior, 479-876-2155. Website,
www.beautifulsaviorwels.org.

Palm Springs, California—people living
in the area as well as winter visitors.
Crown of Life, Corona, Calif. Steve
Koelpin, 909-810-1045; pastorsteve@
crownoflifechurch.net.

To place an announcement, call 414-256-3210;
bulletinboard@wels.net. Deadline is eight weeks
before publication date.

February 2016



@ o

IMLC GRADUATES

Martin Luther College, New Ulm, Minn., held its midyear graduation on Dec. 17, 2015.

-

Caleb A. Birsching Shane R. Bunde Benjamin T. Hansen Carrie L. Hengeveld ~ Samuel S. Johnson Daniel T. Kock Nicholas R. Kressin
Tacoma, Wash. Westland, Mich. Watertown, S.D. Lomira, Wis. Saint Peter, Minn. Mequon, Wis. Greenfield, Wis.

H
Morgan R. Kumbier  Jeremy M. Maas Katelyn L. Malley Eric B. Mielke Jennifer J. Milewski Rachel E. Miller Ju Yeon Moon
Watertown, Wis. New Ulm, Minn. Two Rivers, Wis. Muskego, Wis. Freeland, Mich. Rewey, Wis. Seoul, South Korea

TN

-~

Ruth L. Nottling Michael D. Schlottman  Joseph A. Schmudlach Arianna J. Siegler Tarah J. Steinbrenner  Thomas W. Stob Taylor R. Swanson
Fox Lake, Wis. New Ulm, Minn. New Ulm, Minn. Okabena, Minn. Boise, Idaho Star Prairie, Wis. Vancouver, Wash.
@ Bachelor of Science in Education ASSIGNMENTS
@ Bachelor of Science Teachers

Maas, Jeremy M., to St Marcus Lutheran School, Milwaukee, Wis.

Malley, Katelyn L., to Peace Lutheran School (ELS), Kissimmee, Fla.

Moon, Ju Yeon, to Beautiful Savior Lutheran School, Grove City, Ohio
Steinbrenner, Tarah J., to Peridot-Our Savior Lutheran School, Peridot, Ariz.
Staff minister

Kock, Daniel T., to St. Marcus Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, Wis.
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Update on partnerships in East Africa

In recent years WELS has developed
contacts with Christians in South
Sudan, Ethiopia, and Kenya. WELS
leaders took trips to these areas in the
fall of 2015 and report here on their
meetings with these Christians.

E. Allen Sorum, director of the Pas-
toral Studies Institute at Wisconsin
Lutheran Seminary, visited Gambella,
Ethiopia, from Aug. 28—Sept. 3, with
Peter Bur, a South Sudanese refugee
who emigrated to the United States
and graduated from the seminary’s
Pastoral Studies Institute in May 2015.
Bur was assigned to be the coordinator
of South Sudanese ministry for WELS.
He is coordinating the pastoral train-
ing of South Sudanese leaders in North
America and also in refugee camps
in Africa.

As Sorum notes, “The first thing that
Peter and I noticed when we arrived
in Gambella was that it had grown
exponentially in the year that had
passed since our last visit. Gambella
went from a city of 50,000 to a refugee
community of 600,000 or 700,000.
It continues to grow.

“After the essential special church ser-
vices and choir numbers to celebrate
the gracious God who brought USA
guests to Gambella, we immediately
got to the task of teaching Peter’s
translation of a simplified Luther’s
Small Catechism. The quality of the
production and the exciting artwork
made this little book a treasure. With
special thanks to God, we commend
the hard work of the Multi-Language
Publications team who made this piece
happen almost overnight. There is ab-
solutely no way to correctly (over)state
the contribution that this booklet and
Peter’s explanation of it made to South
Sudanese spirituality in austere refugee
camps in at least three countries.

“Every day throughout the day, Peter
taught the catechism to his brothers. . . .
Teaching the catechism was a tremen-
dous step forward in terms of what
these men know, believe, and teach.

The information they received was new.
The long hours were no burden for
them. They devoured this instruction.

“After Peter taught the entire catechism,
we handed out the 80 copies of the
catechism that we had lugged around
East Africa. It was like we were dis-
tributing bundles of fresh food and
laundry. The men were absolutely
delighted with these ministry tools.

Peter Bur and E. Allen Sorum traveled
to East Africa in August and September
2015 to share a new translation of Luther’s
Small Catechism with refugees from
South Sudan.

“Peter discussed at length with these
men the requirements of getting or-
ganized and making connections with
WELS and the Lutheran Church of
Central Africa. They also discussed
vision and various aspects of a strate-
gic plan for South Sudanese Nuer in
view of the potential for a viable peace
in South Sudan. These men long to
go home and to rebuild their country
and their church body. Peter and I
encouraged them in their longing
and in their journey. It is an inex-
pressible privilege to know men as
courageous and resilient as these are.
Their love and appreciation for their
guests from North America know
no bounds”

From Sept. 4—10, Sorum and Bur
spent time in Nairobi, Kenya, with

South Sudanese men who live in a
refugee camp in Kakuma, Kenya.

Sorum writes: “Once again, Peter and
the South Sudanese adhered to an ex-
tremely aggressive schedule in order
to get through the entire catechism
along with the components on using
law and gospel and Bible-storying to
present the truths of the catechism.
Again, Peter and I stressed the impor-
tance of thinking through a ministry
that featured all of the blessings of the
gospel in Word and sacrament. God
bless this ministry to the refugees.

Also in September, Ken Cherney,

a professor at Wisconsin Lutheran
Seminary and a member of the WELS
Commission on Inter-Church Rela-
tions, visited Bishoftu, Ethiopia, to
meet with Rev. Dr. Kebede Getachew
Yigezu. Kebede started a confessional
Lutheran church in Ethiopia as well
as Maor Theological College. Mis-
sionary Paul Nitz from Malawi and
Davison Mutentami, a national pastor
from the Lutheran Church of Central
Africa—Zambia, went with Cherney.

In 2013, Kebede contacted WELS to
discuss fellowship possibilities. Sorum
visited Kebede in 2014 to learn more
about the Lutheran Church of Ethiopia.
Cherney’s visit in 2015 coincided with
the first graduating class of Maor
Theological College receiving their
diplomas, and Cherney participated
in the graduation ceremony.

Cherney notes: “We were received
very warmly by our hosts and spent a
lot of time getting to know Dr. Kebede
and his family. They speak in glowing
terms of Allen Sorum’s visit and all
their experiences so far with WELS.
Dr. Kebede is an aggressive promoter
of confessional Lutheranism.

To learn more about WELS’ partnership
with the Lutheran Church of Ethiopia,
watch the Feb. 9 WELS Together News
Update at wels.net/together.
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Oklahoma mission shares God'’s grace

In a growing community where about
half the residents claim no religious
affiliation, a new mission is working
to share a message of God’s unde-
served love.

Grace, Norman, OKla., started as a
daughter congregation of Holy Cross,
Oklahoma City, a congregation about
20 minutes away. After several years
of Holy Cross’ pastor conducting wor-
ship and Bible classes in the area, the
Board for Home Missions funded a
full-time pastor in the fall of 2013 so
Grace could expand its ministry.

Norman is unique in Oklahoma in
that it has been growing by two to
three percent each year for the past
decade. A university town, Norman
also is home to many University of
Oklahoma graduates, who return to
start their own businesses. And even
though it technically is part of the
Bible Belt, it is largely unchurched.
“And we're not talking about whether
they go to church or not,” says John
Vieths, pastor at Grace. “Less than
50 percent would say they were any
religion of any sort”

Yet the congregation is working to make
inroads into this community with the
Word. When Vieths arrived in August
2014, he and the congregation concen-
trated on door-to-door canvassing in
the newer neighborhoods on the north-
east side. “Even the atheists at the door
are usually pretty friendly and will en-
gage in conversation,” says Vieths. The
congregation received a Home Mis-
sions’ special project grant in 2015 to
start a New Movers program in which
members mail a “Welcome to the area”
package to new residents that includes
information about the congregation.

They also found a new full-time loca-
tion for the congregation’s ministry
in a visible strip mall on a busy street
in Norman.

Besides targeting new residents, the

congregation is trying to fill a need
in the community. Christian Eisen-
beis, a pastor who had been working
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part time at Grace since 2012, discov-
ered that Norman didn't offer many
programs for parents of autistic chil-
dren. In 2014, he and his wife started
a support group called The Thorn
Bush. While providing love and emo-
tional support to families in Norman,
The Thorn Bush also is a connector to
the church and God’s love. “Ninety
percent of families with children with
autism are unchurched,’ says Vieths.
“They don't feel welcomed at worship .
.. and find themselves out on an is-
land spiritually” Vieths says about six
people attend the semi-monthly sup-
port group; most have worshiped at
Grace as well. To further serve Thorn
Bush families and others in the com-
munity, Grace has started monthly
Worship at the Cross services, sim-
plified worship put together by Jesus
Cares Ministries.

Planning for the future, Grace is con-
sidering other outreach opportunities,
including sponsoring a community
book drive or diaper drive to help low-
income families, expanding the cam-
pus ministry program, and potentially
partnering with WELS Christian Aid
and Relief to help after disasters strike
(storm and tornado damage is com-
mon in this part of Oklahoma).

With all these plans and about 25 peo-
ple in attendance each week, “it’s a fairly
small labor pool,” says Vieths. But “the
members of the congregation are dedi-
cated to spreading the gospel in Nor-
man.” The 40-member congregation
celebrated its first adult baptism in
September 2014 and confirmed
three adults in February 2015. And
with 250 names on Grace’s prospect list,
there are many more opportunities to
share God’s saving message.

“By God’s grace we pray that Grace
Lutheran will become a thriving and
independent congregation in the years
to come,” says Vieths.

Learn more about The Thorn Bush in
“Moments with Missionaries,” a video ser-
ies that shares stories about WELS mission
fields. Find the video at wels.net/missions.

Conference
opportunities

Three conferences this summer will
allow WELS members the chance to
grow in their faith, to be encouraged
in their Christian lives, and to learn
more about the work we do together
as a synod.

Lutheran Women'’s Missionary
Society annual convention

"w”.’fe?f.'?f?“-_"‘-"j June 23-26 at
Christ Pheasant Run
— Resort, St. Charles,
Illinois

Under the theme “Christ Alone, Our
Cornerstone;” the 53rd annual conven-
tion of the Lutheran Women’s Mis-
sionary Society (LWMS) will include
motivational presentations by both
home and world missionaries, hailing
from places such as Hong Kong, India,
Russia, Antigua, Utah, and Wisconsin.
Attendees can also participate in sev-
eral workshops including a Bible study
that encourages us to put Jesus first.

o CORNERSTONE

“Attendees of an LWMS convention ex-
perience firsthand the influence we all
have on the Great Commission with
our prayers for, encouragement of, edu-
cation about, and financial support of
all types of WELS mission endeavors.
Unique to this convention is the extent
to which we connect around one focus-
mission opportunity, says Karen Fischer,
LWMS president. “Among my personal
favorite moments is the unscripted
singing of the doxology following the
giving and receiving of the mission of-
ferings collected throughout the year.
It’s a great moment of warmth, fellow-
ship, and joy—and explains why Kleenex
are always in the registration bag!”

Go to www.lwms.org to register.

WELS International Youth Rally

June 28-July 1 at
Colorado State
University, Fort
Collins, Colorado

o
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As the largest gathering of WELS
teens, the WELS International Youth
Rally offers attendees an opportunity
to grow in their faith, to connect with
fellow WELS teens from around the
country, and to worship their Savior.
Under the theme “Our God Reigns!”
the 2016 rally features two keynotes



and 14 workshops on topics such as
relationships, bullying, making the
Bible practical, and battling pornog-
raphy. There will also be daily worship,
youth leader presentations, recre-
ation, and optional excursions.

More than 1,800 people attended the
2014 youth rally in Tennessee. Rally
planners hope to hit 2,000 for the
rally this summer.

Registration booklets have been mailed
to congregations. Pre-registration begins
March 1. Go to wels.net/events to
download the registration booklet.

Women's Ministry Conference

July 21-23 at Wis-
consin Lutheran
Seminary, Mequon,
Wisconsin

This triennial Women’s Ministry Con-
ference will focus on mentoring—how
a Christian woman can share her faith
and life with others. “There is a grow-
ing hostility toward Christianity, to-
ward biblical values, toward biblical
womanhood,” says Dawn Schulz, mem-
ber of the planning committee and
conference presenter. “The intention
of this conference is to help women
see how valuable they are and to en-
courage them as they point to Jesus
Christ in the Scriptures in the way
that they live their lives and how they
go about showing other women how
to do the same thing”

Schulz says the conference will be
practical, “taking God’s Word and
applying it to where women are
today—in the home, in their con-
gregational involvement, and in the
work world” Workshops, network-
ing opportunities, sharing of mentor-
ing experiences, and brainstorming
sessions will be included.

Opening worship and a presentation
on the universal priesthood by Richard
Gurgel, a professor at Wisconsin Lu-
theran Seminary, will kick off the con-
ference. All—both men and women—
are invited to attend this opening
session.

Go to wels.net/wmconference to
register. Gift certificates are available.

Meet the editorial board—uncut

Ever ask yourself, “Who are these peo-
ple who write for Forward in Christ?”
Through this series you can find out.

When it comes to writing his devo-
tions, FIC’s newest contributing edi-
tor, Joel Seifert, just wants to get out
of the way.

“I want to make sure I study a section
of God’s Word and see what wonder-
ful things there are for us to think
about and to find comfort in, and then
I want to see how I can best get out of
the way and let the Word that brought
all the comfort and strength to me do
the same for someone else,” he says.

Growing up in a called worker’s fam-
ily—his dad is the president of the
Michigan District and his mom is a
Lutheran elementary school teacher—
Seifert decided early on to become a
pastor. He says that he was bolstered
in that decision after his first year at
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, when
he emergency taught for a year at Ari-
zona Lutheran Academy in Phoenix.
“I received a wider view of the world
and came into contact with more peo-
ple than I ever had before who didn’t
grow up with the gospel and who did
not grow up knowing what God says
or what he’s done;” says Seifert. “Seeing
that need and seeing their reaction to
hearing the gospel was a big encour-
agement.

After his graduation in 2005, Seifert
served for five years at Calvary, Thiens-
ville, Wis., a large congregation near
the seminary. In 2010, he took a call
to Shining Mountains, a congregation
of 110 people in Bozeman, Mont.

The contrast between the two min-
istries was noticeable. “But that was
part of the reason to go out there,” says
Seifert. “Here’s a little group of Chris-
tians who don't have the big infrastruc-
ture or all the material blessings, but
they have the same Word and the same
love for it. . . . Sometimes you miss the
wealth of resources and the large num-
ber of people and the huge ministry
team, and sometimes it just makes you

cherish all the more sitting around a
table with three or four people to plan
ministry and then coming together
with the congregation to talk about
how we can proclaim God’s Word and
help take God’s kingdom forward”

The congregation is growing. Currently
meeting in a school cafeteria, the con-
gregation is in the midst of a building
project and prays it will be in its new
church by the spring of 2016.

Joel and Carly Seifert and their two chil-
dren, Ella and Benjamin.

Besides his congregational work, Seifert
is the editor of a new monthly elec-
tronic newsletter that is coming out this
fall for the continuing education of pas-
tors. He also has written two books for
Northwestern Publishing House.

Seifert and his wife, Carly, have two
children: Ella, 7, and Benjamin, almost
4. “I'm blessed with a family that re-
minds me to stand back and remember
how many good things the Lord sur-
rounds us with,” Seifert says. “There
are so many things that we find our-
selves blessed with every day!”

Read Seifert’s first devotion on p. 7.
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Asian church bodies encouraged

Leaders from WELS and Evangelical
Lutheran Synod (ELS) missions as
well as from national church bodies
from Japan to Indonesia gathered in
Seoul, South Korea, Oct. 28-30, 2015,
for the first Asia-Oceania regional
conference of the Confessional Evan-
gelical Lutheran Conference (CELC).
These participants were able to learn
from each other and grow in the fel-
lowship they share in Jesus Christ.
Representatives from the Evangelical
Lutheran Synod of Australia, Kingdom
Workers and WELS Multi-Language
Publications also were able to attend.

The overall teaching focus of the con-
ference centered on the sacrament of
Baptism, with essays written and de-
livered by Pastor Takeshi Nidaira of
the Lutheran Evangelical Christian
Church of Japan and by a pastor from
Gereja Lutheran Indonesia.

Of vital importance to all participants
was the opportunity for fellowship with
their brothers and sisters in the faith.
Many of the leaders were from small
church bodies and new mission fields
where there is little, if any, contact with
fellow believers. Many also live in areas
of the world in which Christianity is al-
most non-existent or even illegal. They
were able to talk and share with one an-
other, for the first time, their joys and
struggles as they carry out the work the
Lord has given to them.

On the final day of the conference,
Seoul Lutheran Church, the confer-
ence host, provided a tour of various
historical sites around the city.

On the Sunday following the confer-
ence, Seoul Lutheran Church, a mis-
sion of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod,
held a service celebrating its tenth an-
niversary. This congregation, served
by Pastor Young Ha Kim, has worked
closely with many WELS high schools
to bring Korean students to the United
States for their high school education.
This unofficial partnership has pro-
vided countless blessings to the con-
gregation. The students have been able
to not only receive a solid education but
also one that is grounded in the Chris-
tian faith. The high schools and their
other students have also benefited from
learning about Korean culture from
these young Lutherans.

These few days of learning and celebra-
tion ended much too soon for many of
the participants. All expressed a desire
for this regional conference to be held
on a regular basis.

Pastor Paul Fries
ELS communication director
=
The Confessional Evangelical Lutheran
Conference provides a forum for confes-
sional Lutherans who are in fellowship.
Learn more at www.celc.info.

Image removed for security concerns.

OUTREACH IN ASIA

“God has blessed our partnerships
in Asia with such passionate leaders
and seminary students who see the
joy and eternal value of getting the
gospel message out to Asia where
more than half the world’s population
lives,” says David Kehl, Asia coordina-
tor for Multi-Language Publications.

Kehl shares a few examples he heard
at the conference:

+ “I couldn’t help but think of the apos-
tle Paul as the stories were told of our
contact taking the gospel to the moun-
tains of Nepal under the threats of
local religions and governments. Yet
over 30,000 are studying the Bible
Teaching Series produced by our
WELS Multi-Language Publications.”

“It was thrilling to observe the open-
ness in sharing the gospel—Tlike Pastor
Kim engaging our Buddhist tour bus
guide in conversations about Jesus
and then inviting her to church”

“Pastor Nidaira from Japan shared
his joy in how after many years of
witnessing he was able to baptize his
mother and father. A man from Thai-
land was thrilled to share how he was
able to baptize his mother before she
died and how his sister came to faith
as a result. The gospel is truly a pow-
erful magnet to draw people to God
in Asia”

-

-

Eighty church leaders from at least ten different countries met in Seoul, South Korea, for the first ever Asia-Oceania regional confer-
ence in October 2015. Besides studying the Word, participants encouraged each other in ministry. “One of my favorite moments from
the conference was overhearing the young men from East Asia saying to our delegates from Japan: ‘Evangelism in Japan is hard work

and the fruits appear small, but don’t be discouraged; we will go back to our church, and we will pray for you,

World Mission Seminary professor at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary.
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District news

ARIZONA-CALIFORNIA

The Way, Rancho San Diego, Calif.,,
an outreach effort of Shepherd of the
Hills, La Mesa, celebrated a milestone
on Nov. 1, 2015, when the congrega-
tion’s first three adult confirmands
were received into membership.

NORTHERN WISCONSIN

For more than 10 years, Christ, Eagle
River, Wis., has put on a living nativ-
ity with people and live animals recre-
ating scenes from the birth of Jesus.
Joshua Odell, pastor at Christ, says,
“Not only can we share the good news
of Christmas with the community,
but it also gets the whole church work-
ing together” The living nativity takes
place every year on the first Friday
and Saturday in December.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!

MI—On Dec. 6, 2015, St. John, Zil-
waukee, Mich., celebrated its 150th
anniversary.

SEW—On Oct. 18, 2015, Trinity,
Crete, I11., honored four called work-
ers with service anniversaries—staff
minister Mark Blauert, 25 years;
teacher Matthew Heyn, 20 years;
teacher Nathan Hinz, 20 years; and
teacher Sandy Knoblock, 20 years.

The Fox Folk Marionette Troupe, com-
posed of students from Fox Valley
Lutheran High School, Appleton, Wis.,
is one of the few surviving marionette
performance teams in the Midwest.
This year the troupe performed a spe-
cial Christmas show titled “The Search
for the King.”

Crossroads, Chicago, Ill., celebrated
its 10th anniversary during the week-
end of Oct. 24 and 25, 2015.

The district reporters for this month are:
AZ-CA—Miichael Schroeder; Ml—John
Eich; NW—Dennis Kleist; SA—Jonathan
Kuske; SEW—Scott Oelhafen.

SOUTH ATLANTIC

More than 250 women attended Divine Savior Lutheran Church’s annual Advent
by candlelight service in December 2015. This event is a yearly outreach effort to
the families of Divine Savior Academy in Doral, Fla.
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Obituaries

David Albert Witte
1937-2015

David Witte was born July 9, 1937,
in Fort Atkinson, Wis. He died Nov.
18, 2015, in Fond du Lac, Wis.

A 1963 graduate of Wisconsin Lutheran
Seminary, Mequon, Wis., he served
Immanuel, Neillsville, Wis.; St. John,
Neillsville, Wis.; St. Paul, East Troy,
Wis.; Abiding Peace, Streamwood, Ill;
St. Andrew, Elgin, Ill.; Abiding Peace,
Elgin, Ill; and Bethlehem, Oshkosh,
Wis.

He was preceded in death by one
brother and one grandchild. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Dorothy; 2 sons; 1
daughter; 11 grandchildren; and one
great-grandchild.

Edmund O. Schulz
1922-2015

Edmund Schulz was born Jan. 16, 1922,
in Freeland, Mich. He died Nov. 29,
2015, in Apple Valley, Minn.

A 1947 graduate of Wisconsin Lutheran
Seminary, Mequon, Wis., he served
Zion, Rainier, Wash.; Salem, Mountlake
Terrace (Seattle), Wash.; St. Paul, Hazel-
ton, N.D; St. John, Redwood Falls,
Minn.; and Grace, Hutchinson, Minn.

He was preceded in death by one
brother and one sister. He is survived
by his wife, Ruby; two sons; one daugh-
ter; six grandchildren; and six great-
grandchildren.

Vicky K. Falk
1951-2015

Vicky Falk (née Johnson) was born
Sept. 11, 1951, in Moline, Ill. She died
Dec. 3, 2015, in Bay City, Mich.

She served St. Bartholomew, Kawkawlin,
Mich,, and St. John, Bay City, Mich.

She was preceded in death by one
brother and one sister. She is survived
by her husband, Michael; three sons;
three daughters; nine grandchildren;
and two brothers.
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Theodore J. Hartwig

The account of the woman taken in
adultery was commonly inserted as
part of John’s gospel already by the
fifth century. English and German
translations included it as part of
John’s gospel. Scholars through the
ages commented on it and consid-
ered it an authentic account of our
Savior’s life. God’s people over the
centuries found much to learn from
this account.

Jesus talks to the woman caught in adultery.

In recent translations, the account

of this woman is included, but with

a note that it was not included in the
earliest manuscripts of John’s gospel.
Yet, most agree that it is an authentic
and important account from the Sav-
ior’s ministry. In this incident, Jesus
makes one of his most precious gospel
proclamations. We simply take our
place among the believers over the
centuries and learn from this account

At dawn he appeared again
in the temple courts, where
all the people gathered
around him, and he sat down
to teach them. The teachers
of the law and the Pharisees
brought in a woman caught
in adultery. They made her
stand before the group and
said to Jesus, “Teacher, this
woman was caught in the
act of adultery. In the Law
Moses commanded us to
stone such women. Now
what do you say?” They
were using this question as a
trap, in order to have a basis
for accusing him.

But Jesus bent down and
started to write on the
ground with his finger.
When they kept on ques-
tioning him, he straightened
up and said to them, “Let
any one of you who is with-
out sin be the first to throw
a stone at her.” Again he
stooped down and wrote on
the ground.

At this, those who heard
began to go away one at a
time, the older ones first,
until only Jesus was left,
with the woman still stand-
ing there. Jesus straightened
up and asked her, “Woman,
where are they? Has no one
condemned you?”

“No one, sir,” she said.
“Then neither do | condemn
you,” Jesus declared. “Go
now and leave your life of
sin.”

—John 8:2-11



of the Savior’s love for sinners. What-
ever its history, we may rest assured
that the incident of the woman taken
in adultery happened and that it is
among the most precious proclama-
tions of the gospel in Jesus’ ministry.

A TEST FOR JESUS

The account from the Savior’s min-
istry introduces three major actors.
A fourth person is conspicuous by
his absence. Bear in mind that the
woman was caught openly in the act
of adultery. The man sharing in the
act with the woman is missing. He
may have escaped. He may have been
allowed to escape. He may not have
been useful for the charge brought
against the woman by the teachers
of the law and Pharisees. In their
minds, perhaps, her sin was more
grievous than the man’s. Whatever
happened, these purists were intent
on using her to test Jesus.

Jesus’ immediate response is inter-
esting: He bent down and began to
write on the ground with his finger.
We might wonder why. A possible
guess is that he wanted to fill the
highly charged silence with activity
and bide his time. Then, at the ac-
cusers’ insistence that Jesus respond
to their question, he aimed his dart
directly at their consciences. He
knew exactly what to say in these
circumstances: “If any one of you
is without sin, let him be the first
to throw a stone at her”

His words must have struck their
consciences like a thunderbolt. It
would have struck us with as much
force as it struck them. All of them
felt their own consciences squeeze
dry their indignation at the sin of the
woman and their resolve to seek her
punishment. Both disappeared. Jesus
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turned their intended trap against
them. It became an accusation of
their own self-righteousness—a trap
they could not escape. Without an-
other word, the accusers began to
peel off one by one, beginning with
the most senior and therefore most
qualified candidate to set the tone
for everyone else to follow.

JESUS’ DIRECTIVE TO
THE WOMAN

Now comes the most eloquent part
of the story. Jesus asks a question of
the woman: “Has no one condemned
you?” “No one,” she responds. She
does not offer counter accusations,
point her finger at her one-time ac-
cusers, or shake her fist at them as
they slink away. Her answer suggests
that she was repentant.

Forgiveness so
freely given is never
a license to live
as one pleases.

Another thunderbolt from Jesus,
“Neither do I condemn you” For-
giveness was freely given to an unde-
serving sinner. In the minds of the
purists, however, Jesus may have
seemed much too lenient. But his
words are a persuasive testimony
to the height, width, and depth of
the gospel. And with their inherent
power these words engendered in
the woman a new life.

Jesus’ follow-up directive thus offers
the woman an opportunity to turn
from the destructive relationship that
brought her before him. It is a beau-
tiful example of gospel-motivated law

preaching. In the strength of her for-
giveness, Jesus tells the woman that
she should leave her life of sin. Forgive-
ness so freely given is never a license
to live as one pleases.

Luther expounded gospel-motivated
law obedience beautifully in his expla-
nation to the Ten Commandments in
the Small Catechism. He introduced
each commandment with its neces-
sary preamble, “We should fear and
love God so that we .. ” Obedience
flows from forgiveness and is given
selflessly from inner compulsion,
and therefore it is pleasing to God.

Thus this story of the woman caught
openly in adultery is one of the most
beautiful testimonies to both the
gospel and the gospel’s fruit of obedi-
ence. It also shimmers as one of the
four gems included in John's gospel
in this genre of Jesus’ uninhibited
association with women.

Theodore Hartwig, professor emeritus
at Martin Luther College, New Ulm,
Minnesota, is a member at St. John,

New Ulm.

This is the second article in a four-part
series on the gems of John.
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The story began about a

decade ago in South Korea. Mr.

and Mrs. Song were doing well.

The Korean economic boom had

allowed Mr. Song to obtain a good

job in computer technology. His

wife was doing well as a middle

school history teacher. They had a

daughter in middle school and a son
in primary grades.

The Songs wanted the best for
their children. As they spoke to other
Korean parents, they determined what

the best was. In a 2008 survey by South
Korea’s National Statistical Office, 48.3
percent of South Korean parents said they
wanted to send their children abroad for
high school to develop global perspectives,
avoid the rigid domestic school system,
and learn English. More than 12 percent
wanted it for their children as early as ele-
mentary school.

The Songs were normal parents. They were
apprehensive about sending their children
; i halfway around the world to live in a culture
1 they did not completely understand, but
= everyone else in their social group was
doing it. As they researched the possibili-
ties, they were delighted to hear of a Ko-
rean pastor, Pastor Young Ha Kim, who
had personal acquaintance with a safe high
school in the United States.

When the Song family approached him,
Pastor Kim explained that the American
high school was Lutheran, and that it

wanted the whole family instructed in
Lutheran doctrine before the child went
to the United States. That high school
was a WELS preparatory school,
Michigan Lutheran Seminary (MLS)

in Saginaw.
MLS has hosted international stu-
dents from 25 different countries
since 1985, but the arrangement
with Pastor Kim and his congre-
gation was special. Whenever a
Korean student contacted
MLS, the administration re-
ferred that family to the pas-
tor in Korea, who would
begin Lutheran catechism
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A Korean connection

Paul T. Prange

instruction with them. It was an arrangement
that God would bless.

The whole family began to attend worship
and catechism instruction. They were bap-
tized, and the adults were confirmed. The
daughter applied to MLS. She was willing to
consider being a Lutheran teacher. She spent
extra hours after school and during vacations
studying English. Her Korean name is Na
Bin, but like most Korean students, she chose
an English name as well. It was Lisa.

Meanwhile, in the United States, MLS found
a host family for Lisa. Even though it has a
dormitory, MLS is careful to place each inter-
national student with a host family for week-
ends and vacations. It is important for
international students to have family care
while they are in the States and to see what life
in a Lutheran family is like in America.

The host family, the MLS faculty, and Lisa’s
classmates all encouraged Lisa to consider
being a Lutheran teacher, and when it came
time to graduate from MLS, Lisa applied and
was accepted to attend Martin Luther College
(MLC) in New Ulm, Minnesota, the WELS
college of ministry.

When it was time for Lisa’s brother to
go to the United States, the Song
family decided to send him for eighth
grade already so that he could go through
his adjustment period to English before his
grades counted for college. The brother’s
Korean name is Sang Ho, and he chose the
English name David. He went through a reg-
ular Lutheran catechism course and was
confirmed before he came to the United
States for eighth grade.

The Songs wanted David to attend MLS and
looked for an elementary school near Sagi-
naw that could accept international students,
but none of the Lutheran elementary schools
in that area of Michigan had applied to re-
ceive that status from the federal govern-
ment. Instead, the Song family heard about
St. John’s School in Burlington, Wisconsin,
which had been certified by the federal gov-

ernment to enroll international students.

There was an MLS connection to St. John’s.
Mrs. Leanne Prange was a kindergarten teacher
there, and her husband, Paul Prange, knew the
Song family from the time Paul had been the
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president of MLS. The Pranges volunteered to
host David in their home, since St. John’s does
not have a dormitory.

The Pranges felt good about the decision.
They knew that the Song family would want
a safe place for their son to stay, and they did
not worry about having an eighth grade boy
in the home, since their own son, Joel, had
just graduated from the eighth grade and was
enrolling at MLS.

David arrived in the U.S. in August. His voice
was just beginning to change, and his com-
mand of English was limited. He was a normal
eighth grade boy, and he thrived at St. John’s.
He applied and was accepted to MLS. At pres-
ent he is a junior there. He wants to visit the
Korean WELS congregation in Las Vegas, Ne-
vada, to see what it would be like to serve as a
called worker in the United States. Lisa is a
senior at MLC, in the fourth year of a five-year
program. She is willing to present herself to
the WELS Assignment Committee for service
anywhere in the world.

The Pranges feel blessed by the opportunity to
host David and other international students.

MORE ABOUT
INTERNATIONAL

STUDENTS

AT WELS SCHOOLS

Korean students sent
to WELS schools by
Pastor Kim over the
last 10 years: 250

WELS high schools with
international students:
19 out of 25

International students
currently attending
WELS high schools: 283

Countries represented
at WELS high schools:
at least 28

International students
who have graduated
from MLC: 34 since 2002

“We learn a little bit about each
culture;’ says Leanne, “but finally
they are just normal children, and
we enjoy getting to know them
personally. It is interesting to see
how the Lord will use them in the
future’”

As WELS ministries become aware
of international students graduating
from MLC and Wisconsin Lutheran
Seminary, they can take another look
at reaching out to immigrant groups in
their communities, or working with the
families of our fellowship in the stu-
dents’ countries of origin. At present
there is only one congregation of our fel-
lowship in all of Korea, and only a hand-
ful of places in the United States where
congregations are reaching out to the Ko-
rean immigrants in their community. The
Lord is providing us with thoroughly
trained Korean Lutheran students who
love Jesus, know the Scriptures, and are
able to work in both cultures. It is exciting
to think about how God may bless these
fruits of the gospel.

Paul Prange, administrator for WELS Ministerial
Education, is a member at St. John, Burlington,
Wisconsin.

Watch the February WELS Connection to meet
an MLC graduate from South Korea who now
teaches at Huron Valley Lutheran High School in
Westland, Mich. Learn more about the Korean

church talked about in this article on p. 24.

O

Paul Prange (second from right) attended
a baseball game when visiting the Song
family in South Korea. David (far right)
lived with the Pranges for a year while
attending St. John, Burlington, Wis.; the
Song family in South Korea; Lisa and
David Song both are attending WELS
schools in the United States; Pastor
Young Ha Kim and his wife, Margaret,
facilitate the enrollment of Korean
students to WELS schools around
the United States so they can have

a Christian education. Young Ha
Kim is pastor at Seoul Lutheran
Church, a mission of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Synod.
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Amanda Oswalt is getting what she
prayed for: an experience outside of
her comfort zone.

Amanda stepped out of the sparkling
and sanitized hallways of St. Luke’s
Hospital in Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
one day and into the handmade brick-
and-mortar, dark and dusty clinics in
rural Malawi the next.

Could there be a more stark contrast

in health care and facilities? Not from
Amanda’s perspective: “It was such jux-
taposition from where I came from and
into what the medical reality is here”

Just what are the medical realities in
Malawi? Limited medications, long
lines, little to no electricity, outdated
equipment, insufficient funds, staffing
shortages, cramped quarters, over-
crowded rooms, and minimal pain
management, just to name a few.

With such circumstances, just
what is Amanda, the nurse-
in-charge, to do? Lots, actually.

Since the Lutheran Clinic is mobile, the
nurse-in-charge also needs to be! That
means you often won't catch Amanda
at home. If youd like to “shadow” her,
you better have a good pair of walking
shoes! Each clinic day Amanda opens
up the pharmacy and helps ready the
supplies: medications, scales, test kits,
and vaccines. Because water is not
available at some of the clinics, Amanda
also prepares several 20-liter containers
to take for clinic use.

Amanda wasn't loading medical sup-
plies into 4x4 trucks in Milwaukee,
but she is in Malawi! When the am-

Si

COMFORT

ZONE

A nurse discovers what it’s like to go
from a state-of-the-art hospital

in the United States to a

bulance is
packed up,
they hit the
road. Crammed
like sardines in the Land
Cruiser, Amanda and the national

staff head off to work. No matter what
time or how early they might arrive at
the clinic site, scores of people will al-
ready be there waiting for them.

What do all these people—60,000
patients every year—expect from the
Lutheran Mobile Clinic? They are
looking for medical services, including
family planning, under-five well-child
checkups, HIV/AIDS testing, malaria
testing, an out-patient department,
and a pharmacy.

Amanda goes to the clinic on most
days that it is open and makes sure that
everything is running smoothly. While
there, she often works in the pharmacy.
The clinic closes after the last person
is seen, but that’s not when Amanda’s
work ends for the day. She and the staff
head back home to Lilongwe, where
they fill orders for medications and
supplies needed for the next day.

What about the days that Amanda
does not go to the clinic? One re-
sponsibility she has is medication pro-
curement. She coordinates with the
Malawian government to obtain med-

rural clinic in Africa.
John E. Holtz

ications.
If they aren'’t
available through
the government, Amanda
purchases them from local pharma-
cies. Because many pharmacies have
low or no supplies, that means a lot
of running around the city in search
of the much needed medications.

What about keeping records of all
these people, meds, and treatments?
That too is on Amanda’s plate. She
reports back pertinent statistical data
from the Lutheran Clinic to both the
Malawian government (which gets
the lion’s share of the data) and the
Central Africa Medical Mission Com-
mittee in the United States.

The nurse-in-charge is counting pills,
filling orders, packing supplies, solving
personnel problems, buying meds, and
writing reports. She doesn't deliver ba-
bies in mud huts in the dark with just a
flashlight clenched between her teeth.
Nor does she perform C-sections with
a Swiss Army knife, suturing splayed
skin with Acacia tree thorns as needles.
And Amanda is not out in the bush
cutting out gangrene with no anes-
thetic or extracting imbedded worms
and fly eggs from people’s flesh with

a homemade tweezers.
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Neither Amanda nor the national
staff is doing such things. These are
not the everyday situations in which
they find themselves.

Patients mostly come to our Lutheran
Clinic because they have coughs and
colds, fevers and flu, aches in the head,
and irritations on the skin. They suffer
from rashes, burns, and cuts. Some
women come because their bodies are
getting worn out from bearing too
many children. Others are faint with
malaria. On any given day these people
need a bandage, a pill, or an antibi-
otic. They may need some ointment, a
shot, or simple advice. Sometimes they
need a referral to a hospital.

And they come to the Lutheran Mo-
bile Clinic. Why? Because they know
they will find a clinic that is run with
care. They respect the staff because
it is trained. They know they can get
available medications.

What these same people may not re-
alize is that there is a capable nurse-
in-charge. She is fulfilling the respon-
sibilities that are helping to make the
clinic a success story of doing “good
to all people, especially to those who
belong to the family of believers!”
(Galatians 6:10).

Amanda admits that living and
working in a country such as
Malawi does not come without
its tough days. But it’s not crocs
and elephants that give the nurse-
in-charge her challenges. Instead,
it’s a steady array of other things:
prickly personalities, closed offices,
clever thieves, intermittent electric
power, and cultural differences.

Do such things cause Amanda to
want to run? Yes, but not away from
the clinic or the country. She runs
to something else: the Lord and his
promises! She treasures her “go-to”
Bible verse that she’s kept close to
her heart since she was young: “Trust
in the Lord with all your heart and
lean not on your own understanding;
in all your ways submit to him, and
he will make your paths straight”
(Proverbs 3:5,6).
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“These verses were my confirmation
passage, and whenever I'm having a
rough day or moment I tend to medi-
tate on this passage,” says Amanda. “It
always reminds me that he has the
plan and I need to let go of my at-
tempt of control and just trust’”

Ah, yes . . . trust. Blessed is the one
who trusts, not in faith itself but in
the object of our faith, our Lord Jesus
Christ! We are weak but he is strong—
strong enough to lean on whenever
and wherever.

¢ \Whenever the meds run low, the
water runs dry, the patience runs
thin, or one’s own sinful nature
runs amok.

e Wherever you are, whether in a
hospital in Milwaukee, a clinic in
Malawi, a truck on the road, or a
plane in the air.

The Lord is there with his love, his
forgiveness, his peace—strong enough
to lean on whenever and wherever.

Even when you are outside your
comfort zone.

John Holtz, a missionary in Malawi,
Africa, also serves as missionary-in-
charge of the Lutheran Mobile Clinic.

The Lutheran
Mobile Clinic

The Lutheran Mobile Clinic began
in Malawi in 1970. Nurses travel
to four designated bush areas to
set up a clinic for the day and then
return to their home in Lilongwe
by night. Permanent structures
built to serve as clinics during the
week are used as churches on
Sunday. A nurse and an admin-
istrator from the United States
serve alongside Malawian nation-
als in running the clinic. Malawi
pastors and lay leaders from the
Lutheran Church of Central Africa
also have the opportunity to share
spiritual hope with the patients.
This clinic is part of the work of
the Central Africa Medical Mission,
which also runs a permanent clinic
in Zambia. Learn more about this
work at centralafricamedical
mission.info/

(Right) Amanda
Oswalt serves

as the nurse-in-
charge of the
Lutheran Mobile
Clinic. (Below)
People line up as
they wait to be
seen at one of
the clinic sites.
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EDITORIAL COMMENT

God doesn't
call his people
to specific
results when

they proclaim
his Word.
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Statistical contemplation

Earle D. Treptow

During January, WELS congregations par-
ticipate in an annual census. Through
their pastors and elected leaders, congre-
gations submit statistics for inclusion in
the WELS Statistical Report. The report
includes items like baptized and commu-
nicant membership, average worship at-
tendance, and number of confirmations
(both children and adult) during the year.

The WELS Statistical Report will never
climb to the top of the New York Times’
best sellers list; no one will turn its pages
as if it were a novel filled with interesting
characters and compelling plot twists.
Yet statistical reports are worth reading.
More important, the statistics are worth
contemplating.

The Lord had contemplation in mind
when he directed Moses to prepare a sta-
tistical report of the people of Israel after
they left Egypt. Specifically, the Lord
wanted Moses and the leaders of Israel
to count the men 20 or older who were fit
for military service (Numbers chapter 1).
They identified 603,550 men fitting that
bill, suggesting an overall population in
the neighborhood of 2 million.

As they contemplated the statistics, the
people of Israel couldn’t help but draw
some conclusions. First, God had richly
blessed them. Only a small group of 70
had moved with Jacob to Egypt 430 years
earlier. In spite of the Egyptians’ brutal
oppression, the people of Israel had mul-
tiplied. Second, God always keeps his
promises, even when it seems impossi-
ble. He had, as promised, made childless
Abram into a great nation.

That’s the way to contemplate congrega-
tional statistics. We note with thanksgiv-
ing the blessings God grants in the year
past, giving him all the credit. We do so
even if the blessings aren'’t the specific
ones we wanted to see. We thank God
for those he led to be in worship each
week and for the people he added to our
number. We give him thanks for keeping
his promise to strengthen his people in
faith through Word and sacrament.

Contemplation of congregational statistics
also can be helpful when it leads people
to assess the ministry being carried out.
Please don't misunderstand. Statistics are
only statistics. God doesn't call his people
to specific results when they proclaim his
Word. He doesn't insist, for example, that
they must increase congregational mem-
bership or Bible study attendance by 10
percent or face his judgment. The Lord
does, however, call for faithfulness. He de-
sires activity. He asks for effort. He wants
his people to offer their very best. Some-
times statistics move leaders to ask impor-
tant questions about activity: “What are
we doing to reach the people in our com-
munity without a church home? What are
we doing to serve those on the member-
ship rolls who have wandered away?”

Ask those questions seriously and there
will likely be reason to repent. We may
need to confess laziness, because we've
done only the bare minimum. We may
have to acknowledge to God and our fel-
low believers that we filled our schedules
with busywork instead of focusing on the
important work of reaching people with
the good news. We may have to admit
that we haven't given much thought to
improving the ways we serve people with
God’s Word.

Our value does not rise or fall on the basis
of our accomplishments or our shortcom-
ings. Thank God! God has declared us
valuable because of what he has done for
us in Christ, not because of what we have
done for him. Knowing the Lord’s uncon-
ditional love for us and his unbreakable
promise to bless our labors in his name,
we can make aggressive ministry plans,
focused on activity and improvement. We
can use his gifts faithfully and then watch
him do what he always does—bless!

Contributing editor Earle Treptow is a
professor at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary,
Mequon, Wisconsin.



Matthew chapter 1 lists the ancestors of Jesus. You will learn more
about your Savior as we trace through segments of his family tree.

Because of Jesus, we, along with King
David, get to wear the crown of life.

Not too long ago we crowned the college football cham-
pions. A Super Bowl champion is about to be crowned.
Soon after that we'll crown an NCAA basketball champ.
It’s crowning time!

DAVID WORE A CROWN

David is the first person in Jesus’ line who wore a crown.
That may be why Matthew lists him as “King David” in
chapter 1. He’s the only person in the list who's called
“king,” even though more than ten other kings are listed.

So, what would be the “jewels” in David’s crown? Perhaps
one jewel is that he’s the shepherd boy who became king,
the classic underdog who became great. A more likely
jewel is that he’s the giant-slayer who, trusting in God,
took on and defeated Goliath. Or perhaps we'd point to
when he honored the kingship—and more important,
honored God—by refusing to kill King Saul when given a
chance. Awesome work, David! Those are shining jewels
in that crown!

Oh, but there was the affair with Bathsheba and the at-
tempted cover-up. Then David arranged the murder of
Uriah, Bathsheba’s husband. Not exactly what we think
of as jewels in the crown. But

God will give us the crown of life (cf. Revelation 2:10).
That'’s amazing! God has put a “crown” on our heads,
and you and I will wear a crown forever.

So let’s consider the jewels in our crowns. Surely there
are times when we serve God well. There are times when
we practice hospitality, when we show unselfish love, and
when we willingly and freely help our neighbor. Yes, those
are wonderful jewels in our crowns!

But then there are those other times when we're selfish,
refuse to love, and serve ourselves rather than serving
God or others. Perhaps, like David, we've committed

what the world would call “big” sins—murder or adultery.
Unfortunately, those ugly big or little chunks of asphalt

are in our crowns too. It sounds like we're a lot like David.
It sounds like we're kings and queens whose crowns are
incredibly flawed.

And so we rejoice that David, the king, is one link in the
chain leading us to Jesus, the King. Jesus, the King of all,
has a perfect crown glittering with flawless jewels as ruler
of the universe. He exchanged that crown for David’s
flawed crown—and for ours—when he wore a crown of
thorns. He was willing to lay aside his crown to take our
punishment.

And now? Now you and I get to be kings and queens!
Because the King laid aside his crown,
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[God’s] love for us
is communicated
in the gospel
that proclaims

Christ crucified.

God’s language of love

Gary Chapman wrote about the five
love languages. His insight came from
careful study and counseling experi-
ences. Many couples benefited from
his insights and improved their rela-
tionships. Perhaps you have benefited
as well.

Another love deserves our atten-
tion—God’s love. His love for us is
communicated in the gospel that
proclaims Christ crucified. That is
his language of love. We don't under-
stand and appreciate his love on our
own. It is foolishness and weakness.
The Holy Spirit must bring us to see
that it is wiser than human thought
and stronger than any human power
(see 1 Corinthians chapters 1 and 2).

I'd like to use five adjectives to help
us appreciate God’s love. God’s love
is perceptive, sacrificial, personal,
powerful, and persistent.

When I say that God’s love is percep-
tive, I think of the way God viewed
the helpless lot of his fallen creatures.
By nature humans are locked in a
prison of guilt, shame, rage, jealousy,
and arrogance. The prison has only
one door—death. That’s what God
perceives of our human existence.

God’s love took one more step. God
found no human who could change
what he saw (Isaiah 59:16). He knew
he was the only one who could change
things. He chose to act in love, and
his love was sacrificial. He entered
human history and became a human
for no other reason than that there
was no other way. Jesus came and
sacrificed himself to pay for all human
faults, sins, and errors. While we were
powerless and enemies of God, he
demonstrated his love for us. “While
we were still sinners, Christ died for
us” (Romans 5:8).

His love was personal because he
knew every sinner and included all
sinners in his sacrifice. God knows
us so well that he has an accurate

count of the hairs on our head and
knows where we are and what we
experience each day. In love he knew
us long before we were even born.

This is all a mystery to our natural
human thinking. We would not know
any of this unless God revealed it to
us and gave us power to believe it. So
God’s love is powerful. It has changed
us in two ways.

The proclamation of God’s love in
the gospel is the power of God, as
Paul reminds us (Romans 1:16). The
Holy Spirit uses the gospel to change
our hearts from stubborn unbelief to
faith in Jesus. That is the first way
God’s love shows its power. We don't
call Jesus Lord except by the power of
the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:3).

God’s love is powerful in another way
too. The gospel continues to shape
and mold us as children of God. We
are compelled by God’s love not only
to love him but also to serve him. We
are different from those who do not
understand God’s great love. That
love motivates us to praise, worship,
and obey him and to love others as
he loved us.

The love of God operates through the
gospel in Word and sacrament—the
means of grace. As we take steps in
our earthly journey, we recognize that
his love is persistent. It does not change
or waver. It remains constant; it does
not give up on us. When we falter, God
does not abandon us. When we grow
weary, his powerful love persists in
giving us strength.

I can do no better than pray, with the
apostle Paul, that “you, being rooted
and established in love, may have
power, together with all the Lord’s
holy people, to grasp how wide and
long and high and deep is the love
of Christ, and to know this love that
surpasses knowledge” (Ephesians
3:17-19).
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THE BIRTH OF ]ESUS Joel S. Heckendorf

Crystal-like snowflakes gently cascading over a world filled
with celebrations and camaraderie. A snow-globe world
where everything stays in place as the music gently plays.
Our view of the world at Christmas is often fantasized.
Even now, you can remember the smell of the chestnuts
roasting and the notes of yuletide carols.

JESUS’ LOVE

The details of Luke chapter 2 remind us that Jesus came to
a real world. “In those days, Caesar Augustus . . “Those
days” were peppered with political scandals, assassination
plots, war schemes, military drafts, taxation, and more.
Would you want to come to a world like that?

Our real world isn't much better. Jockeying for position in
politics, family, or business. Misguided spirituality. Pride.
Anger. Living in the past. Taxes. War. Money. All of these
make for a messy world. But if all we concluded this past
Christmas is that Jesus came to a messy world and our
world is messy, we missed the full beauty of Christmas.

It’s not just the world that is “messed up.” It’s us. I don’t
mean that generically, as if to say, “We're all sinners.” I
mean it personally. I admit that pride, anger, greed, jeal-
ousy, and envy mess me up—and you too. Even when we
do something nice like signing and sending a thoughtful
card or paying it forward at Starbucks, what was going
on in our minds? “That was nice of me” How quickly

we get self-absorbed.

And yet, as messed up as the world is and as messed
up as we are, God came. Why? There’s only one answer:
love. That’s what blows me away about Christmas. Not
the angels. Not the shepherds. Not the virgin birth.
That Jesus came to this world shows us his incompa-
rable, inexhaustible love.

It doesn’t have to be December 25 to marvel at that ex-
pression of love. Write on your mirror, “God came to
earth for me” Corrupt-hearted me. When we see how
desperate we are, we see what a Deliverer he is. That
Jesus came to this world shows us his love.
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JESUS’ COMMITMENT

“While they were there, the time came for the baby to be
born” (Luke 2:6). I've yet to hear a mascot cheer, “We're
the mighty, mighty Infants!” But that’s how God came—as
an infant. The God who holds the world in his hands had
to be held by a teenage girl. What kind of weak God is
this? Soon you'll marvel at the strength and determination
of Jesus as you watch him walk to Calvary. Those steps
were only possible because God came into our world as

a baby. God said, “I'm all in” There was no turning back.
How God came to this world shows his commitment.

That commitment doesn’t stop. That Jesus had human
hands shows he is committed to always hold yours. That
he had human hair shows he’s committed to care for you,
right down to the hairs on your head. His human feet
show he’s committed to walk with you wherever you
go. That God came as a lowly human and was laid in a
manger in our world shows just how committed he is to
take you to his mansions where he made room for you.

EXPLORING THE WORD

1. Tell the story in your own words. Then read the account.
Which details did you omit or mistakenly add?

2. Why do you think this story is one of the most popular
stories included in children’s Bibles?

3. “When the set time had fully come, God sent his Son”
(Galatians 4:4). Why was this a “good” time for Jesus
to enter the world?

4. God came to earth in other ways. List them. Why is
this one different?

Contributing editor Joel Heckendorf is pastor at Immanuel,

Greenville, Wisconsin.

This is the third article in a 10-part series on the top ten stories
included in children’s Bibles and how they apply to our lives today.
Find answers online after Feb. 5 at wels.net/forwardinchrist.
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As a teacher, [ was out at recess with
the kids. The playground is next to
a busy street. One vehicle passed
by which made me chuckle. It was a
large truck for a tree-trimming busi-
ness with a slogan sprawled on the
side: “God made ‘em, We shape ‘em!”

I'laughed and shared the chuckle about
the truck with the other teacher out-
side. She smiled and said, “That fits
with us and our students too!”

How true! God has created each little
life in our lives, and whether we are
parents or teachers, we have the re-
sponsibility to shape them like trees.

GUIDING CHRISTIANS
OF THE FUTURE

The most important part of our shap-
ing is to introduce them to the Word.
We might send children to a school
or Sunday school that teaches God’s
Word as truth. At home we have daily
devotions. We sing Christian songs or
listen to Christian music. Any exposure
to God’s Word is a chance for children
to see the wonderful gifts that God has
given us.

But it doesn’t stop there. We are an
example for them to follow as they
grow. In the car, at a restaurant, or on
the street, we show children how to
act in our daily lives. We don't talk neg-
atively about others. We don't curse or
swear or say inappropriate things. We
keep things in order as best we can.
When children see how adults should
act, they will be more inclined to act
that way as well.

Little saplings need discipline. It's no
secret that we are all sinners in this
world. Children make mistakes. Disci-
pline means more than punishment;
it is a way to direct children to grow
straight and strong. Talking to chil-
dren about bad behavior helps them
to understand why we don't do it and
how we can use other methods to
solve the problem. Knowing the for-
giveness of Jesus helps them move
in positive directions.

God has created each
little life in our lives,
and . .. we have the

responsibility to
shape them like trees.

KEEPING OURSELVES READY
FOR THE TASK

As much time as we spend shaping
the little trees God gives us, we under-
stand that we are God’s tools. And we
can break. We are not perfect. Some-
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times we just have to get that gossip
off our lips. The bad example also
shapes the tree when we curse as that
car swerves into our lane or we decide
to skip church on a Sunday morning.
We all are susceptible to temptations.

When we as God’s tools become dull
or broken, the only thing that can re-
pair us is God’s Word. We need to
regularly stay in his Word—not just
to set an example for the children but
also to keep our lives rooted in the
great love of God in Jesus. Just like
a tree needs to be watered regularly,
tools need to be sharpened regularly.
When God stays at the center of our
lives, our lives change for the better.

God made ‘em; we shape ‘em. That’s
what God asks of us: “Start children
off on the way they should go, and

even when they are old they will not
turn from it” (Proverbs 22:6). It is our
responsibility not only to train but to

keep ourselves ready to train.

The trees in your life may come in
many different sizes—small little
sprouts, thin stalks, even strong and
more mature trees. All of them re-
quire maintenance, and it is our job—
with God’s guiding help—to shape
them into the Christians of the future.

Claire Natsis is a teacher at Christ
Our Redeemer Lutheran School,
Aurora, Colorado.
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